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For the Christian Monitor, 


AN ESSAY UPON THE BEGINNING OF 
THE SABBATH, IN TWO LETTERS TO 
A FRIEND, 


Dear Sir, e 

Ir certainly is desirable, that all 
Christians should agree respecting 
the time, which ought to be kept 
holy toGod. And it is no less im- 
portant, than desirable. For while 
they disagree, the weight of their 
example is greatly lessened, and the 
enemies of religion are encouraged 
to disregard the sabbath altogetber. 
I will, therefore, according to your 
desire, endeavour to state my views 
on this subject. And I hope, that 
you will be established in the truth. 

As the holy scriptures are the on- 
ly rule of our faith and practice, we 
must appeal to them in order to de- 
termine, whether we ought to ob- 
serve, as holy time, the evening 
preceding or succeeding the sab- 
bath. And, could all make this ap- 
peal without any previous bias on 
their minds, I am disposed to think, 
they would seon agree in the same 
result. Forthe scriptures dd ap- 
péar to give us such information on 
this subject, as is sufficient to re- 
move all reasonable doubts. 

In favour of observing the evening 
preceding the day, as holy time, the 
following reasons are offered. 

I. Moses says; “ The evening 
and the morning were the first day.” 
Gen. i. 5. 


{l. God required the Jews to 
** celebrate their sabbath from even 
fo even.” Levit. 23, 32. | 
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il. The practice of the Jewish 
Church. id 

I have examined the scriptures, 
and can find nothing for the obser- 
vance of the evening preceding the 
day, but what appears to be impli- 
ed in, or deducible from the reasens; 
here stated. Let us then see, i 
these reasons are sufficient to estab- 
lish the point. 

I. Moses says ; “ The evening 
and the morning were the first day. 
Gen. 1. 5. 

The advocates for beginning the 
sabbath with the evening say, that 
God, in reckoning time, begins with 
the evening ; and that we ought te 
do so also. 

In reply it may be observed ; 

1. That it does not appear, that 
God does always reckon time ip 
this way. 

The Passover was to be celebrat- 
ed on the fourteenth day of the 
month at even. Exo. 12.6. But 
this evening was after the day. A- 
gain, God required the Jews in the 
feast of atonement; to afflict their 
souls in the ninth day of the month ( 
at even.” Levit. 23, 32. Here | 
the evening after the day is reckon- © 
ed a part of the day. Hence it is 
evident, that in some cases 
did reckon the evening after as be- 
longing to the day. Is it not, then, 
as fair to say, that in reckoning 
time God places the evening after 
the day, as before it? And is not 
his example as binding in the one 
case, as in the other ? 

2. Evening (v. 5th) must imply 
the same as the darkness (v. @,) 


whisk was uper the face ef the 
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deep ; and the morning must imply 
the same as the light, which God 
divided from the darkness, and cal- 
led day. vs. 3 and4. How long 
did this darkness exist before the 
light was created ? With what hour 
of the night did the beginning of it 
correspond ? Is it not as likely, that 
primeval darkness began at twelve 
o’clock, as at any hour of the night ? 
If this were the fact, we are correct 
in our present method of reckoning 
ume. 

8. From sacred history it ap- 
pears, that the world was created 
in a dark chaotic state ; and that the 
light was created afterwards. Hence 
in calculating the age of the world, 
Moses begins with the moment of 
creation, ‘snd laces the darkness 
before the light. And in calculating 
the age of the world, or the duration 
of time, every one must do the 
same, and begin where time began. 
But this does not prove how God 
did, or how we ought to reckon 
time, with respect to other things. 
The year of the world must be 
teckoned from creation ; but God 
required the Jews to begin their ec- 
clesiastical year at the time of their 
departure from Egypt. So the day 
of the world must be reckoned from 
creation ; but this does not prove 
how other days ought to be reckon- 
ed. Accordingly we find, that in 
some instances the evening after was 
in fact considered as part of the day. 

According to our method of reck- 
oning time from twelve o'clock, the 
darkness precedes the light. This 
darkness is the time of repose, and 
seems much better to correspond 
with the original darkness, which 
was the time of repose for the new- 
born world, than that part of the ev- 
ening which is spent in active em- 
ployments. 

4. Astronomers divide the day 
inte evening and morning ; but 





their evening commences at mid- 


day. ‘Thisis a natural division of 


the twenty four hours. And if Mo- 
ses used the terms evening and 
morning, as they do, then it is easy 
to see how he divided the day. 
But it is difficult to see how the 
twenty four hours can be divided 
into evening and morning, if we de 
not adopt this method of reckoning. 
For no person can suppose, that the 
afternoon belongs to the morning. 
And tew, | believe, will be dispos- 
ed to begin their sabbath at mid- 
day. 

It is also worthy of notice, that 
Moses does not say, that the even- 


ing and the morning were the sey- 


énth day. Probably this was meant 
as an intimation, that the sabbath 
was a type of an eternal rest ; still 
itseems to weaken any argument, 
that might be drawn from what ie 
saidrespecting the first day. Hence, 
itis my opinion, that no evidence 
respecting the beginning of holy 
time can be derived from what Mo- 
ses says about the evening and the 
morning. Indeed, it is impossible 
to determine, from what he has said, 
the hour, at which the first day of 
the world began. And until this is 
determined, it will be impossible to 
say at what hour any other day of 
the world should begin. But if the 
hour of primeval darkness cannot be 
determined, we may as well sup- 
pose, it began at twelve o’clock, as 
at any other hour. And then there 
will be no dispute on the subject. 
II. God required the Jews to cel- 
ebrate their sabbath from even te 
even. Levit, 23, 32. Hence it is 
inferred, that we ought to observe 
the evening preceding the day. But 
might we not, just as well, inter, 
that we ought to observe the even- 
ing after ? Surely the evening after 
is mentioned as distinctly, as the 
evening before ; and we may ex- 














clude one, as well as the other. In- 
deed, both evenings are here includ- 
ed in the command, or they are 
neither of them included in it. And 
the text may be pressed into the 
service of one party, as well as into 
the service of the other. But it will 
eventually serve neither party. For, 

1. Nothing is here said respecting 
the weekly sabbath ; consequently 
nothing can be inferred about the 
beginning of it. 

2. The expression from even to 
even does not necessarily include 
either evening. 

3. According to the Hebrew 
method of computing time both ev- 
enings may be included. In Exod. 
12, 15, the expression, ‘ from the 
first day to the seventh,” includes 
the whole seven days. And in Ne- 
hemi. 8, 18, ‘* from the first day to 
the last” includes, not only the in- 
termediate days, but also both the 
first andlast day. Hence, it is rea- 
sonable to conclude, that the expres- 
sion “ from even to even”’ respects 
and includes both evenings. 


4. Whatis said, respecting cele- 
brating the sabbath from even to 
even, has an immediate reference to 
the day of atonement. Speaking 
ef the day God says ; “* It shall be 
unto you asabbath of rest, and ye 
shall afflict your souls in the ninth 
day of the month at even: from 
even to even shall ye celebrate 
your sabbath.” Levit. 23, 32. 


The sabbath here mentioned was 
ihe day of atonement. This was to 
be celebrated on the tenth day of 
the month. Butas it was a solemn 
feast, the people were to afflict their 
souls ‘on the even of the ninth day, 
that they might be prepared to unite 
10 effering the sacrifice of atonement 
on the tenth. This sabbath was to 
be celebrated “‘ from even to even,” 


aud undoubtedly included both ev- 
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enings ; but this was not the case 
with the other Jewish sabbaths. 

The Passover was to be killed 
between the two evenings, at the 
going down of the sun. Exo. 12, 6. 
and Deut. 16,6. It wasthen to be 
rost with fire and eat on the’ even- 
ing of the fourteenth day. This 
evening was after the day, and must 
have extended nearly to midnight. 
For it was about midnight, when 
the Lord went out ints Egypt, to 
destroy the first-born of the Egypt- 
ians. And the Passover could not 
have been killed, and rost, and eat, 
under several hours. Hence, the 
evening of the fourteenth cay did 
extend nearly to midnight, and this 
was one of the Jewish sabbaths. 

(If. The practice of the Jewish 
Church. 

It is said that the Jews began 
their sabbath on the preceding ev- 
ening ; that they doubtless under- 
stood their own laws; and that we 
ought tu follow their example. 

I know not what evidence there 
may be respecting the practice of 
the ancient Jews ; but it does ap- 
pear to me not easy to prove from 
the Bible, that they observed the 
evening before the sabbath as holy 
time. 

The Passover was observed on 
the evening after the day. Deut. 
16,6. The evening of the ninth 
day was not before but after the day. 
Levit. 23 32. Speaking of the sab- 
bath, Moses says ; ‘* To-morrow is 
the rest of the holy sabbath unto the 
Lord.” Exod. 16,23. This meth- 
od of speaking does not imply, that 
the holy rest began on that evening, 
but the contrary. See Acts 23, 31, 
and 32. “The soldiers brought Paul 
by night to Antipatris, and on the 
morrow they left the horsemen to go 
with him.” Here we see how the 
sacred writers use the term on the 
morrevy. 
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Nehemiah says; ‘“* When the 
gates of Jerusalem began to be dark 
before the sabbath, | commanded 
that the gates should be shut, and 
charged that they should not be op- 
ened fill after the sabbath.” Nehe. 
43, 19. This zealous Reformer 
might justly consider it proper, that 
the gates should be shut before the 
sabbath began ; that those, who 
had entered the city, might have 
time to dispose of their wares. Ac- 
cordingly it is said, ‘that when the 
gates began to be dark before the 
_ sabbath, they were shut. Hence 
it is not certain, that Nehemiah con- 
aidered holy time as beginning, as 
soon as it was dark ; but it is cer- 
tain to demonstration, that he did 
not consider it as beginning before. 

It is the received opinion, that 
our Lord Jesus was crucified on 
Friday. “ When the even was 
gome Joseph of Arimathea went to 
Pilate, and begged the body of Je- 
sus ; and when he had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in clean linen 
eloth, and laid itin his own new 
tomb, and rolled a great stone to 
the door of the sepulchre, and de- 

arted.”? Matth. 27, 57, &c. Ma- 
ry and the other women attended 
all this time. After all this was 
done, “ they returned, and prepar- 
ed spices and ointments, and rested 
the sabbath day according to the 
commandment.” Luke 23, 56. It 
is clear, from this account, that the 
Jews did not consider holy time as 
beginning with the evening. For 
when the evening was come Joseph 
went to Pilate, begged the body of 
Jesus, took it down, prepared it for 
burying, and laid it in the tomb. 
Now it is selfevident, that consider- 
able time must have been taken up 
in doing all these things. But the 
sabbath had not yet commenced ; 
for after al! this, the women went 
frome, and prepared spices and oint- 


ments. In doing this some consid- 
erable time more must have bee 

consumed. Indeed, it can hardly 
be supposed, that all this could have 
been accomp lished much before 
midnight. But all this was accom- 
plished before the sabbath began ; 


- for the women rested on the sabbath 


according to the commandment. It 
is, then, evident to demonstration, 
that the Jews did not begin their 
sabbath with the evening ; and itis 
no less evident, that they were net 
required to do it by the command: 
ment. 

- * In the end of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn towards the first day 
of the week, came Mary Magdalene, 
and the other Mary, to see the sep- 
ulchre.” Matth. 28.1.  Itis need- 
less to notice a most unnatural crit- 
icism, Which has been made upon 
the word dawn. The word is ac- 
curately translated, and agrees with 
the account, given by the other E- 
vangelists. And it is evident from 
this account, that the end of the 
sabbath’ was not at sunset, but late 
at night. Can any one read this 
passage in connection with what has 
been previously said, and say with 
sincerity, that he is convinced frora 
scripture testimony, that the Jews 
kept the evening preceding the sab- 
bath as holy time ? 

But here I shall be told, that the 
most important text in point has not 
been brought forward. Let this 
text, then, be examined. 

** Now when the sun was setting, 
all they that had any sick with di- 
verse diseases brought them unto 
him; and he laid bis hands on eve- 
ry one of them, and healed them.” 
Luke 4, 40. Mark 1, 32. 

It is said, that this text proves, 
that the Jews ended their sabbath 
at sunset, and that, consequently, 
they began it at the same time, 
But I am constrained to think, that 

















it proves- neither the one, nor the 
ether. Should we admit, that they 
ended their sabbath at sunset, it 
would not follow, that they began 
it at the same time. For there ate 
many professed Christians, who end 
their sabbath much sooner in the 
day, than they begin it. And the 
Jews had, long before this, “ said 
when shall the sabbath be gone.” 
Amos 8, 5, Could it then be prov- 
ed, that they ended their sabbath 
at sunset, We might reasonably sup- 
pose, that they conducted as many 
do in the present day, who observe 
neither evening ‘as holy time, but 
make the day as short as possible. 
However it never can be proved 
from this solitary instance, that the 
Jews did end their sabbath’ at sun- 
set. They might have done that, 
on an extraordinary occasion, which 
they would not have done on’ an 
erdinary occasion. Where is_the 
Christian, that would not, ona like 
occasion, carry his sick to be heal- 
ed ? But I shall be told, that if the 
sabbath had hot been ended, the 
Pharisees would have condemned 
the conduct of the people, as the 
ruler of the synagogue did on an 
ether occasion. Luke 13,14. In 
reply l observe, that there might 
have been no Pharisee present at 
this time ; if there were any, they 
might have been better informed, 
than the ruler of the synagogue. 
Christ not only healed the sick on 
the sabbath, but justified his conduct 
in so doing. May we not, then, 
suppose, that the people were con- 
vinced by his reasons, and induced 
to bring their sick to him oni the 
sabbath, as well as other days ? 
And is it not evident, from what the 
ruler of the synagogue said ‘to the 
people, that this was the fact ? If 
the Jews did bring their sick to 
Senist, on the sabbath, then nothing 
blic iag¢ inferred from their bringing 
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them after sun-set ; unless this be 

inferred, that it was more conven 
ient to bring them in the evening, 
than in the heat ofthe day. It they 
did not usually bring their sick te 
be healed on the sabbath, we can- 
not prove what were the sentiments, 
or practice of the nation at large, 
from the conduct of.a few indivicu- 
als on an extraordinary occasion. 

And,-indeed, could we prove, that 
the Jews generally in that corrupt 
age did not regard the evening af- 
ter the sabbath, it would afford no 
evidence, that they kept the even- 
ing preceding. Foreven the chief 
Priests and Pharisees, rigid as they 
were, were not ashamed, when it 
would answer their purpose, to go 
to Pilate, on the sabbath day, and 
consult with him about setting a 
watch to guard the sepuichre. And 
alter consulting with him “ they 
went and made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing’ the stone, and setting a 
watch.” Matth. 27, 6266. From 
the example ‘of such men, I think, 

we may, then, safely turn away. 
Let all these things be considered, 
and it appears to me, there is no 
evidence, that the Jews did begin 
their sabbath at sun-set. Indeed 
there appears much evidence to the 
contrary. Mosessays; ‘ To-mor- 
row is the rest of the ho'y sabbath.” 
Nehemiah did not order ihe gates te 
be shut, till it began to be dark. 
Joseph of Arimathea did not begia 
the sabbath with the evening. ‘Ihe 
devout women,who attended Christ, 
were employed sevemak hours alter 
the evening began. still they 
rested on the ' sabb rding to 
the commandment... Hence the 
commandment did not require them 
to begin the sabbath at sun-set, or to 
keep the evening preceding the day 
as holy time. And it is almost cen. 







tain, that those, who regarded the 
commapdment did not do it. 
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Having shown, that there is no 
evidence, that the Jews did begin 
their sabbath at sun-set, I must ob- 
serve, that there is no reason to con- 
clude, that the Jews in our Sav- 
iour’s time understood their laws 
better, than we now understand 
them. Ifthey derived their knowl- 
edge from the scriptures, we have 
the scripiures in our hands,and prob- 
ably understand them better than 
they did. If they derived their 
knowledge from tradition, we know, 
that their elders made void the 
commandments of God by their tra- 
ditions. Upon their traditions no 
possible reliance can, then, be plac- 
ed. Hence, we cannot admit, that 
they understood their own laws any 
better, thanwedo. Could it, then, 
be proved, that the Jews in our 
Saviour’s time did observe the ev- 
ening before the sabbath, this would 
not prove, that they were required 
soto do. Still we might enquire, 
whether they rested according to 
the commandment. And in order 
to determine this, we must appeal 
to the scriptures. If we cannot, 
then, from scripture determine what 
was required, we never can deter- 
mine whether they obeyed the com- 
mandment or not. Forno depen 
dance can be put on their traditions. 
Hence it never can be proved, that 
we ought to follow their example, 
until it is first proved, that their ex- 
ample was agreeable to scripture. 
And it will be no easy task, | be- 
lieve, to prove from scripture, that 
they wer uired to begin the 
sabbath a t, or even at dark. 
_ Moreov uld it be proved, 
that the Jews did begin their sab- 
bath at even, and that this was a- 
greeable to the commandment, it 
would be no evidence that we ought 
to follow their example. There 






might have been reasons for begin- 
ming their sabbath, which do not now 
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exist. And if the day has beep 
changed, surely the beginning of it 
might be changed with equal pro- 
priety. Hence, from this quarter it 
never can be proved, that Christians 
ought to observe the evening preced, 
ing the day as holy time. - 


LETTER SECOND. 


Dear Sir, 

lr is agreed on both sides, that 
we ought to observe as holy time 
the first day of the week. The ques- 
tion in dispute is whether the eve- 
ning precediug or succeeding is te 
be observed. Here good men dif- 
fer in sentiment. But however the 
question may be decided, we must 
see that charity be not destroyed. 
For if this be destroyed, we shall be 
poorly prepared to keep the sabbath 
let us begin it when we may. 

Phave stated, and I hope candid- 
ly, the arguments in favour of obser- 
ving the evening preceding the day ; 
we will now consider those in fa- 
vour of the evening after. But here 
let it be observed, that I shall not 
attempt to prove the hour, or the 
moment, when holy time . begins, 
If any one, on either side the ques- 
tion, is disposed to do this, I think 
he will labour in vain. All that I 
shall attempt to do, is to show, that 
the evening after the day is to 
be observed as holy time. And I 
am disposed to think, that the fol- 
lowing considerations are sufficient 
to establish this point. 

I. This is the natural method of 
reckoning time. 

The night is given us for repose, 
and ought to be improved for this 
purpose. In the morning man arts- 
eth, and goeth forth to his labour. 
And this is continued until the re- 
turning period of repose. ‘ihe 
time for active employment ex’ th: 
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from the morriing to the close of the 
evening. And we naturally consid- 
er, and speak of the evening after 
as belonging to the day. Even those 
who consider the sabbath as begin- 
ning with the evening, do not usual- 
ly think and speak of other days, as 
though this was the proper division 
of time ; ; but do, in spite of their 
theory, naturally fall into the habit 
of speaking of the evening after as 
belonging to the day. But if, in our 
divisjon of time, we naturally, and 
almost necessarily, think and speak 
of the evening after as bel onging to 
the day, then we ought not to depart 
from this nafaral way of reckoning, 

unless we are specially required so 
todo. It-is believed no such re- 
quirement can be found. Hence the 
natural method of reckoning time 
ought to be regarded with respect to 
the sabbath, as well as other days. 

il. It is more convenient to keep 
the evening after the day, than the 
evening preceding. 

Convenience must certainly yield 
to duty. 

But the sabbath was made for 
man. And were it doubtful, which 
evening ought to be observed, we 
should be justified in observing that 
which was generally the most con- 
venient. I presume it will be ad- 
mitted, that generally speaking, it 
is much more convenient for people 
to observe the evening after, than 
before the sabbath. Indeed there 
are but few, who practically say, 
that it is convenient for them and 
their families to quit all their world- 
ly labours at sun-set on saturday. 

Ill. It well accords with the sel- 
emn duties of the day to observe the 
evening aller the sabbath as holy 
time. 

Every person, who properly re- 
gards the sabbath, will endeavour 
conscientiously to attend upon the 
public institutions of religion. Af- 
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ter this has been done, it will be 
useful and proper for him to reflect 
and converse upon what he has 
heard. In this way the spirit of de- 
votion may be kept up, and public 
instruction retained in the mind. 
This is also a favourable time to 
converse with children respecting 
what they have heard in public, to 
second the labours of the minister, 
and to impress on their minds a con- 
viction of the importance of religion. 
Let parents seize this opportunity, 
and they may do much to promote 
the spiritual good of their children. 
How different must be the result, 
when the evening is not spent in a 
religious manner. We rewrn from 
the Sanctuary, and soon enter on 
worldly business. The flame of sa- 
cred devotion is quenched ; and the 
good seed choaked by world] y cares. 
The youth commence their routine 
of visits, and soon forget the solemn 
truths, which they have heard from 
the Pulpit Does ‘not this look toe 
much like ; Beginning in the smrit, 
and ending in the flesh ? 

IV. It is evident that the Jews 
did m some cases consider the eve- 
ning after as belonging to the day. 

The evening of the fourteenth 
day, when the Passover was obser 
ved, was afler the day. Exo. 12, 6. 
The evening after the ninth day is 
reckoned as a part of the ninth day. 
Levit. 23, 32. David smote hig 
enemies from the twilight of one 
day, unto the evening of the next 
day. 1. Sam. 20, 17. It was eve- 
ning before the body of Christ was 
taken down frem the cross. But we 
are told, that this was the evening, 
not of the sabbath, but of thé day 
before the sabbath. Mark 15, 42 
Luke 23,54. And we are told, 
that the evening after did belong te 
the first day of the week. John 20, 
19. These instances clearly prove, 
that in some cages the Jews did con: 
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sider the evening after as belonging 
to the day. 

V. The pious Jews did nat ob- 
serve the evening before the sablath 
as holy time. 

The priests offered the evening 
sacrifices for the sabbath not before 
the morning sacrifices, but after. 2. 
Chron. 2.4. Nehemiah did not 
require the gates to be shut, till they 
began to be dark. Joseph of Arima- 
thea and Nicodemus his friend 
were employed in taking down the 
body of their Lord, and in bringing 
it on the eveniny preceding the sab- 
bath. The devout women attended 
all this service, and were then em- 
ployed some time after in preparing 
spices and ointments. They dic! 
mot, then, observe the evening be- 
fore the sabbath as holy time. And 
we have no reason to suppose, that 
any devout Jew differed from them 
in practice; for they paid a sacred 
regard to the commandment. After 
making suitable preparation to em- 
balm their Lord, they rested on the 
sabbath day according to the com- 
mandment. Luke 23,56. They 
remembered, that Moses had said ; 
* 'To morrow is the rest of the holy 
sabbath unto the Lord,” and they 
ebeyed his command. They were 
employed on the evening, but they 
rested on the morrow. And in so 
doing they kept the commandment. 
Hence the commandment did net 
require them to keep the evening 
beiore. And there is no reason to 
_ Suppose, that any pious Jew did ob- 
' serve it as holy time. They did 
then olse ve the evening after. If 
we regard the commandment, and 
follow their example; we shall rest 
from our secular employments on 
the evening alter the sabbeth. 

VI. Christ was in the grave a 
part of three days. But he was bu 


rjed ov the evening before the sab- 
Bath, amd rose en the morning after. 


Hence the evening after the day 
did belong to Friday, or the scrip- 
tures mistate the fact. How cae 
those make it appear, that Christ 
was in the heart of the earth three 
days, who contend, that the even- 
ing en which he was buried was a 
part of the sabbath ? 

VIL. The apostles and primitive 
Christians did meet for religious 
purposes on the evening after the 
first day of the week. 

_ The disciples met together on 

the evening after Christ’s resurrec- 

tion, and he met with them. ba 
at what time did he meet with 

them? The day was far spenit, 

when he stopped at Emmaus with 

Cleopas. Luke 24, 29. It was 
some time after this before he made 

himself known to the disciples. 

They then returned, seven miles 
and a half to Jerusalem, and found 
their brethren assembled together. 

After this Christ appeared among 
them, and blessed them. This 

must have been some time in the 

evening. After eight days, that is 

on the evening of the next Lord’s 
day, the disciples were again assem- 
bled together, and were again hon- 
oured with the presence of their 
Lord. At Troas** upon the first 
day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Poul 
preaciied u: to them, ready to de- 
part on the morrow, and continued 
his speech until midnight.” Acts 
20,7. Here we have the example 
of apostles and primitive christians 
in favour of observing the evening 
atter the sabbath. We never read 
of their meeting together for any 
religious purpose on the evening 
before the sabbath ; but they did 
meet together and attend upon re- 
ligious ordinances on the evening 
alter. Ifwe regard their example, 
we must observe the evening, whics 


they observed. And if we do not 
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regatd their example, what, au- 
thority have we for keeping the 
first day of the week as holy time 7 
Does their example bind us in the 
one case, and not in the other ? 
Are not. these the very texts, to 
which we appeal to prove, that we 
eught to observe the first day of the 
week ; and shall we disregard them 
when they are adduced to prove, 
that we ought to observe the eve- 
ning after the day ? Can we in the 
one case admit them as evidence, 
and then reject them in the other ? 
Indeed if the evening after do not 
belong to the first day, then these 
texts do not prove that the Apostles 
kept the first day as holy time ; 
but that they observed the second 
Jay assuch. We must then admit, 
that the evening. afier is a part of 
the first day, or we must confess, 
that no evidence in favor of observ- 
ing the first day can be derived 
{rom these texts. When shall we be 
consistent, and make the Scriptures 
our only guide ? 

Vill. We have the testimony of 
men divinely inspired. 

St. Mathew testifies, and says ; 
‘In the end of the sabbath, as it 


began to dawn towards the first day; 


of the week, came Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary to see the sep- 
ulchre. Matth. 20, 1. If this testi- 
mony be true, then the evening af- 
ter the day did belong to the Jewish 
sabbath. For the witness says, the 
end of the sabbafh was near the 
dawning of the next day. 

St. Mark testifies, that the eve- 
ning, on which Christ was buried, 
was the preparation, that is the day 
before the sabbath. Mark 18, 42. 
If this testimony be admitted, then 
the evening before did not belong 
to the sabbath. 

St. Luke informs us, the body of 
Christ was laid in the grave on the 
lay of preparation, and that the 
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sabbath drew on. Luke 23, 54. 
The sabbath had not commenced, 
when the body was buried. But 
it was eyening before Joseph went 
to beg the body. Hence this eve- 
ning was no part of the sabbath. 

St. John’s testimony is explicit, 
and decisive. ‘‘ Then the same day 
at evening, being the first day of the 
week, when the doors were shut, 
where the disciples were asse 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and 
stood in the midst, and said unto 
them, Peace be unto you. John 20, 
19, Is the witness to be credited ” 
Who will undertake to impeach him? 
Do you admit his testimony ?. then 
the evening after is a part of the first 
day of the week. Can a cause be 
more fully established ? Had we no 
collateral evidence, the testimony of 
two credible witnesses would be 
sufficient to establish the point. 
We have much co'lateral evidence. 
In addition to this, we produce four, 
witnesses, all divinely inspired, 
who testify, that the evening after 
wasa part of the preceding day. On 
this evidence we rest the decision of 
the cause; and appeal to the hearts 
and consciences of all, who bear 
the Christian name, requesting 
them to bring in a fair and impar- 
tial verdict. B. N. 


For the Christian Monitor 
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ON ORIGINAL, TOTAL, AND UNIVERSAL 
DEPRAVITY. 


Tue subject of discussion next in 
order is, the moral character of man- 
kind. Itis natural to suppose that 
each person would be well ac- 
quainted with himself; and that 
the knowledge of human nature 





106 Essays on Truth and Error. 


tvould be a science much improved 
in this age of the world. But men 
have overlooked the laws of God, 
and compared themselves with im- 
perfect rules of duty, each thinking 
more highly of himself than he 
ought to think. Hence they have 
formed very various and incorrect 
hotions of the human character in 
the sight of God. A brief summary 
of these erreneous opinions must suf- 
fice, as an introduction to the serip- 
tural account. 

That men have not kept their first 
estate, and that sin prevails in the 
world, are facts so glaringly evident 
that few are known expressly to de- 
ny them. None perhaps, but the ad- 
vocates of some false philosophical 
system, which would lead to that re- 
sult ; or those who, by a long course 
of transgressions, are past feeling 
whom God has given over to a rep- 
robate mind, to fill up their sins al- 
way. These have sometimes deni- 
ed any distinction between right and 
wrong, and pretended that all ac- 
tions are equally pleasing with 
‘God. 

Most men, however, have had 
conviction of sin ; whether Gentiles 
who are a law unto themselves, cr 
those who have the oracles of God, 
Yet the opinion has prevailed, that 
there are comparatively but a few 
¢rimes, and but few souls obnoxious 
to the wrath of God. ‘The most 
flagrant enormities alone have been 
¢ealied sinful, and every thing else 
Which has the appearance of evil is 
merely said to be innocent infirmi- 
ty, or unavoidable frailty. They 
who believe thus, suppose that the 
hearts of men are good, and that 
their occasional transgressions are 
the result of temptation, and not of 
intention. They say, men are 
born pure and holy,and pass through 
the world, in most cases, without 
acquiring great pollation. It is their 


opinion that there is much more hap- 
piness than misery, much more vir- 
tue than vice, in the world, and, 
with few, if any exceptions, in each 
individual. Some of this class, 
(which is very large,) attribute 
much of the degeneracy of the wick- 
ed to the influence of evil examples ; 
forgetting that by their system evil 
examples must be extremely rare. 

Some say, that all the wickedness 
among men arises from mistake ; 
that man is anerring creature in 
consequence of his ignorance ; and 
that when he is enlightened by sci- 
ence, and revelation, he will guide 
his feet into the way of peace. 

Others are obliged to admit, not 
only that iniquity prevails, but that 
there must be something wrong in 
the hearts or minds of men generally 
from which iniquity proceeds. But 
what ts it in the heart that is wrong ? 
Some reply, nothing wrong at first. 
It enters the world pure, and clean ; 
but, rather unaceountably becomes, 
bard and wicked in process of time ; 
and yet may turn to God without 
divine influence. 

Itis said by many, the soul is 


disorganized ; some passions, ob- 


taining an improper ascendency,be- 
come evil. Hence the actions were 
irregular, and the prevalence of vir- 
tuous habits ineonstant. Nothing, ia 
their view, is wanting to restore the 
soul te its primitive and proper state 
but the subjection of all the facul- 
ties to the dominion of reason ; for 
noné of the principles of action are 


evil in their own nature ; and be- 


come so only in consequence of dis- 
order and confusion among them. 
Again, it is said we have some 
sinful propensities, which must be 
eradicated ; and yet some good 
principles remain, which only need 
to be cultivated, in order to restore 
us tu piety and felicity. Some in- 
deed allow that these holy princt- 
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jes, subsisting with the soul, are 
fhe fruit of the spirit, which is giv- 
en to every person in his infancy ; 
while others maintain that they are 
jnnate or born with us when we en- 
ter the world. Both agree that 
good principles exist in the human 
heart, and by cultivation will fulfil 
the divine requirements, and save 
the soul. 

Some, on the other hand, instead 
ef talking of the dignity of human 
nature, have debased it below the 
reality, and have said man is so 
eorrupt that he has lost the power of 
doing right, and a!l his affections 
and actions are necessarily evil. 

Thus very different ideas have 
prevailed concerning the nature, the 
erigin, and the degree of human 
eorruption. We shall not consume 
time in refuting these notions, or 
tracing their consequences. If we 
¢an ascertain the truth, these false 
sentiments will fall of course. — 

We beiveve that man, every man, 
is, from his birth, wholly sinful at 
heart, and in all his words and ac- 
tions, unless, he has been renewed 
by the Spirit of God. Total de- 
pravity is this ; the heart is wholly 
wanting in holy affections, or the 
love of God ; and all its exercises 
and fruits correspond with such a 
temper. Perhaps selfishness, pride, 
enmity to God, sensuality, and ma- 
lignity, may be considered as the 
roots, from which all other passions, 
desires,and aetions proceed. Under 
the influence of these wicked prin- 
eiples, all the unregenerate ever 
live and act. With these we enter 
the world ; from these we continu- 
ally bring forth fruit unto death ; 
and with these, unless sovereign 
grace interpose, we depart from 
this world, only to remaip under 
gin forever. 

When we say that we are born 
ypholy, we do not mean that infants 
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commit actual transgressions till 
they know right from wrong; but 
that they have sinful propensities, 
Neither do we mean that they are 
answerable, or can be condemned 
for the sins of others, either of their 
immediate parents, or of the first 
parents of our race. We mean on- 
ly that we are born in their likeness 
and after their image. Gen. 5. 3. 
In saying that the hearts and 
lives of men are altogether unholy, 
we do not mean that they have, 
nothing amiable or proper in them, 
as pertaining to this life and their 
fellow men. They are humane, 
just, generous; but this goodness 
extendeth not to God, has no refer- 
ence to Him, and may subsist with 
the most perfect indifference or ha- 
tred to Him. These principles are 
little different from instincts in 
brutes. Men have many principles 
and perform many actions, which in 
themselves are neither sinful nor ho- 
ly ; and are reckoned evil, only ag 
they are found in him whose ru- 
ling principle isevil, Instance the 
desire of food, and a dread of dan- 
ger, with the corresponding actions: 
The enemies of God may lead 
a moral life. ° For pride, and a re- 
gard to self interest and reputation, 


will induce them to it and even to — 


an external regard to the ordinances 
ofGod. We do nof say that every 
man, or any, is guilty of the actual 
commission of all the sins which 
God’s law forbids in his external 
conduct. For situation and temp- 
tations lead to some crimes, and 
not to others ; and on that account 
evil principles may lie dormant. At 
least their exercise is known only to. 


Him in whose sight an evil desire is. 


sin, and who in mercy lays res- 


traints, even on those whom he does” 


not renew. Neither do we assert 


that any one isas vile as hecan be 5 


hut the most abandoned may yet 
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encrease unto more ungodliness ; 
and che Hy men will not be piade 
hae n sin in the presént life. 
We allow that a depraved sinner 
has a conscience’ But this is nota 
moral faculty : it does not render a 
man obedient or sinful. It is mere- 
ly sn internal monitor ; a judge be- 
Brcss right and wrong ; an advo- 
cate for God in the human breast ; 
an ever-present epitome of the sa- 
ére‘ jaw ; whenit acts in its full 
vigor. But its dictates are not in 
then.seives either sinful or holy in 
such a sense as to criminate or ex- 
culpate its possessor. Fo the per- 
son is still at liberty to choose either 
to obey or disubey its commands ; 


and dses choose according to the 


tersper of bisheart. Under the do- 
minion ofa good heart, the con- 
science leads into truth and recti- 
tude. Under the influence of an 
evil heart, the mind and conscience 
are ceiled. Often willa sinner, 
wholly depraved in heart, act as 
conscience dictates in reference to 
men ; and sometimes, through fear 
ef the consequences, in things per- 
taining to God. But still oftener 
he acts against his conscrence ; and 
thus it gradually becomes darkened, 
biassed, and stupified, silenced and 
finally, in many cases, seared as 
with a hot iron. © 

Depraved men have all the nat- 
ural powers of mind orsoul im the 
same nature and perfection with 
those which God bestowed on Ad- 
am. But they are all subjected to 
the influence of a corrupt heart ; as 
ali the subordinate parts of a watch 
are centrolled and moved by the 
mainspring. Thus the unrenewed 
have their “ understanding darkned, 
being alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in 


them, because of the blindness of 


their heart.” Epb. 4,18. From 


this cause alone the memory, the 


judgment, and the imagination, 
are enslaved to sin. From this 
cause alore sinners who have per- 
fect freedom of choice, wll not 
come to Christ ; their ‘hearts are 
nof right with him. We suppose 
therefore there is no rea] depravity 
ofour nature except in the heart ; 
and there, when we search, we find 
sufficient to account fur all the dark- 
ness which envelopes the mind, all 
the Jangvor and death which appeer 
in the will, all the false decisions of 
the conscience, and all the iniquity 
of the life. The evil heart isd 


fountain of corruption indeed, frony 


which proceed polluted streams,and 
which nothing but the grace of God 
can cleanse. 

This character of the heart of 
man results, from comparing his 
feelings and conduct with that di- 
vine law which we considered in 
the last number. The criminal in 
civil society is proved guilty, and 
the innocence of the man who is 
falsely accused is made to appear, 
by ‘bringing them respectively to 
the test of the statute. So, if we 
would know ourselves as corinected 
with the government of God, we 
must compare ourselves with that 


holy law which he has given. Our 


character now is precisely that 
which it appears in the eye ef Je- 
hovah ; itis that which would ap- 
pear, to ourselves and others if we 
Were now summoned before His 


bar. Therefore by His law is the” 


knowledge of sin. To prove that, 
when compared with this law, all 
men are, till they are renewed by 
His grace, totally sinful, shall be 
my next object. To me the fact is 
so evident that I seem to be under- 
taking to prove to others their own 
existence, or the most obvious fact 
in nature. But I cannot forget that 
J once was blind, trusting in myself 
that 1 was righteous ; or that others 
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may remain in the same darkness 
even until now. 
- There are two sources of evi- 
dence to prove this fact ; the holy 
scriptures, and the condiaet of men. 
1. The scriptures prove that man 
is a a 
. By divect assertions. How 
in do we find man described as 
wholly smful. Gen. 6,5. And God 
saw that the wickednes of man was 
great in the earth, and that every im- 
agination of the thoughts of hws heart 
was only evil continually. After the 
flood God said, Gen. 8, 21, For 
tle imagination of man’s heart i ts evil 
from his ‘youth. The Holy Ghost 
says by David, Ps. 53, 1, 3, Corrupt 
are they ; they have dont abemisiabte 
works; there is none that doeth good. 
They are altogether become filthy ; 
there ts none that doeth good, no, not 
one. Ifa person is not wholly cor- 
rupt, and filthy, he does some good. 
But God declares, concerning the 
children of men, that there is none 
that deeth good: Solomon writes, 
The heart of the sons of men is full 
of evil, and madness is tn their heart 
while they live. What said God by 
his Prophet Jeremiah ? The heart 
is deceitful above all things and des- 
perately wicked. ‘lhe same moral 
corruption was found in the days of 
the Apostle. Rom. 8, 6—8. For to 
be carnally minded is déath ; hut to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace ; 
because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God ; for it is not swhject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. So then, they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God. A little atten- 
tion to the connection will shew that 
the Apostle infends the heart of ev- 
ery unrenewed man by the phrase 
the carnal mind; and a believer's 
heart by the term spiritual mind. 
The scripture saith again, James 2. 
10. For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in — 
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he is guilty of all. By this expres- 
sion is doubtless intended, that one 
grand principle runs through the 
whole law, and that all parts of it 
are perfectly similar: that in 
committing any sin, a man must be 
so utterly destitute ef the love and 
fear of God, as to be prepared on 
temptation to commit any other. 
Living in the. habitual practice of 
one sin totally unfits the soul for ac- 
ceptable obedience in any respect 
whatever. All men evidently trans- 
gress in some points. From this fact 
James proves that they are wholly 
corrupt. 
From the scriptures it is equally 
evident that all men are corrupt. 
Gen. 6,12. And God looked upon 
the earth, and behold, it was corrupt ; 
Sor all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth. Psalm 53, 2, 3. 
God looked down from heavén upon 
the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand, that 
did seek God. Every one of them is 
gone back ; they are altogether be- 
come filthy. Rom. 3,9, 10. What 
then? Are we better than they ? 
No. in nowise. For we have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under sin ; ast is writ- 
ten there is none, righteous no, not 
one. Surely then, as in Isa. 64, 6. 
We are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags. Eph. 2, 1—3. And you 
hath he quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins ; wherein in time’ 
past ye walked aceording to the course 
of this world. Among whom also we 
all had our conversation in times 
past in the lust of the flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of thé 
mind. 
We have said that men are sinful 
when they enter the world. This 
also is a scriptural fact. The con- 


clusion of the verse last quoted is 
thus. —And were by nature children. 
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of wrath, even as others. After Adam 
ad lost the image of God he begat 
ason in his own likeness: he com- 
municated a depraved nature, and 
ithas been transmitted from father 
to son,even down tous. So argues 
the Apostle. Rom. 5,12. Where- 
fore as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin ; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned. This proves that sin 
is transmitted to all. Death passes 
upon infants, ‘They must therefore 
be sinful. So David laments, Ps. 
§1,5. Behold I was shapen in inj- 
guity ; and in sin did my mother con- 
cerve me. HeaddsPs. 58.3. The 
wicked are estranged from the womb ; 
they go astray as soon as they bg born, 
speaking lies. 

That our description of depravi- 
ty is substantially correct, we will 
quote but one or two passages to 
prove. Gal. 5.19—21, Now the 
works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these ; /ldultery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, rev- 
ellings, and such like. These are 
the works of unrenewed men. He 
then mentions the “‘ fruit of the spir- 
it,” or that which renewed men pro- 
duce. Using nearly the same terms, 
our Lord observes, out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders &c. ; 
lest any should jmagine that they 
were sound within, while living in 
actual transgression. 

2. The scriptures prove our doc- 
trine by implication. 

They command all men, every 
where, to repent. But what need of 
repentance, unless all men are sin- 
ners? The Lerd from heayen, the 
Judge of the world, himself,declares, 
except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God. But 
what need of regeneration, if men 


are not carnal, and sold under sin“? 
Especially, when they who are re- 
newed are born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. Christ came to 
seek and save that which was lost ; to 
save his people from their sins. They 
who deny depravity do not believe 
that all men are lost sinners. But 
if they are not, Christ did not die for 
all men. 

We have called men enemies of 
God ; and this seems to be in itself 
a sufficient description of total cor- 
ruption. For it is evident that an 
enemy, continuing such, cannet in 
heart or action be sincerely friendly 
in the least degree. But the gos- 
pel addresses all as enemies. It is 
the ministry of reconciliation ; and 
the great duty and work of the Am- 
bassadors of Christ is to beseech men 
to be reconciled to God. Speaking 
to believers, Paul says, Col. 1, 21. 
And you that were sometumes aliena- 
ted, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he recon- 
ciled. And Rom. 5, 10. For 7f, 
when we were enemies, we were re- 
conciled to God by the death of his 
Son ; much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life. We 
cannot mention one passage in a 
thousand where this doctrine of hu- 
man corruption is not expressed or 
implied. It appears in some form in 
every part of the sacred volume, 
The whole revelation of God, (if we 
will receive it,) is a dispensation of 
pardon to rebels, of mercy for sin- 
ness, of salvation to those who are 
lost, of grace to those who were dead 
in sins, and lying under the curse of 
God. Whoever therefore imagines 
he is not a ruined sinner must look 
for another Christ, and another bi- 
ble. 

If. The conduct of mankind is an- 
other sufficient evidence that they 
are depraved. 
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i. By their conduct toward God, 
they evince that they are fis ene- 
mies. God is so great and glorious, 
His mercies to us are so numerous, 
and our dependance on him so abso- 
lute, that it is utterly impossible we 
should be neutrals in reference to 
His character and government. We 
must be either His friends or ene- 
mies and that with all the heart, 
They who love Him will delight 
in His service. But mankind, (all 
but renewed souls,) live without God 
in the world ; they cast off fear, and 
restrain prayer before Him. ‘They 
either have the form ef Godliness, 
and deny the power ; or refuse to 
walk in his statutes and ordinances. 
If they do not profane his holy 
name, they manifest no regard for 
his honor, interest and glory. Their 
days are marked with ingratitude. 
Instead of walking humbly with 
God, in filial trust and confidence, 
they have that pride of countenance 
which disposes them to say, we will 
come no more unto Thee. If it be 
true that out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh, we may 
fairly conclude that God is not in all 
their theughts. ‘They do not walk 
in his fear all the day long. They 
do not de all things, or any thing, 
in their regular and moral conduct, 
as to the Lord. And if we search 
narrowly the lives of the most sober 
among unrenewed men, we shall 
find that one darling lust is holden 
fast even in habitual practice. They 
do therefore, as we have seen from 
Paul and James, offend in all things, 
and do nothing acceptable to God. 
They are eneinies of Christ ; for, if 
they were his friends, they would 
do whatsoever be commands them. 
But if the sober and moral give clear 
evidence of being aliens from God, 
what shall we say of the multitudes 
w'o make no secret of their enmity 
te the Author of their life ? whe live 
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in habitual, open, allowed violation 
of His laws. and contempt of his au- 
thority? Shall we say these are 
monsters of another race ? Rather, 
shall we not believe that all without 
renewing grace, are ungodly ; and 
that these have encreased unto more 
ungodliness than others in conse- 
quence of less restraint and greater 
temptation? The profanation of 
God’s holy name and day, centempt 
of His love, unbelief and practical 
abuse of His word, evince that men 
are haters of God. The same fact is 
made most lamentably plain by the 
almost universal prevalence of oper 
idolatry, wherever the light of reve- 
lation is not seen. Nor can we for- 
get that the Jews, under all their 
light and privileges, were for many: 


ages perpetually backsliding from 


Jehovah to the gods of the nations. 
And even where the gospel has ban- 
ished idols of wood and of stone, 
multitudes live in- the practice of a 
kind of idolatry, less gross and deba- 
sed, but not less criminal and de- 
structive. ‘They love and serve the 
creature more than the Creator. 

2. Mankind walk after their own 
hearts’ lusts; which proves them ta 
be a sensual race. Lewdness, for- 
nication, adultery drunkenness, glut- 


tony, and every kind of fleshly in-- 


dulgence and excess, have prevailed 
to an awful extent in all generations. 
Many have practically said, Let us 
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. 
Some have wanted the means of in- 
dulgence, or have been restrained 
from prodigality by their extreme 
parsimony. But the gratification of 
the senses is undoubtedly the highest 
enjoyment, and the most exalted de- 
sire, the ruling passion, of a large 
portion of the human race. With 
many it is only subordinate, though 
still a part of their character. 

3. Mankind walk in a vatn shew ; 
which proves that they are a proud 
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race. With the Just of the flesh, the 
Apostle mentions the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life. It is believed 
that as pride or ambition was the 
first sin in the angels and men, so it 
is ever present in the unregenerated 
heart, ready to assume almost ev ery 
appearance, and seek gratification 
im every possible way. Under ils 
influence, it is easy to perceive, men 
continually act. Hence they seek 
for that honor that cometh from men, 
and not that which cometh from 
God only. Each one thinks of him- 
- self more highly than he ought to 
think,and attempts fo rise to distinct- 
ion, and be held in reputation. With 
many popularity is. dearer than life. 
Most people can incur the displeas- 
ure of God, and the danger of ever- 
lasting burnings, rather than suffer 
the reproach of men, or even expose 
themselves to a foolish jest of the 
wicked, by well doing. We need 
not say that this universal and ever- 
active principle of pride, is abomi- 
nation in the sightofGod. Nor can 
it be necessary to infer that they 
who walk in) pride are extremely 
corrupt and depraved creatures. 

4. The conduct of men proves tbat 
they are selfish. Every man looks not 
en the things of others, but on his 
own things. What man is there that 
liveth, and sinneth not by seeking 
lis own interest and advantage. in 
preterence to that of his neighbor ? 
Some pursue this object by fair and 
honorable means; (for honesty is 
conducive even to private interest, 
as well as the general benefit); but in 
pursuing this object, all their time, 
and strength, and mind, and soul, 
are employed. Others have no scru- 
ples concerning the means, and pur- 
sue their design through right and 
wrong. Hence result all the arts of 


deception and over-reaching in trade, 
and similar crimes, which have so 
much prevailed in the world. Eve- 





ry one acquainted with mankind 
knows that others are selfish creatures, 
Indeed, it is known to be such an u- 
niversal principle, that it is very 
generally not deemed criminal, and 
the arts by which it is indulged are 
considered by many rather as marks 
of an excusable and enviable sagaci- 
ty, than of deep and awful! depravi- 
ty. But that God whose name is 
love will never forget that He sends 
his rain on the evil and unthanktful, 
and has commanded us to love out 
neighbors as ourselves. He who 
loved us, and gave himseif for us, 
will be the Judge of the world. Self- 
ishness appears in numerous ways. 
It is sometimes scarcely distinguish- 
ed from price. Pride however is an 
exalted estimation of ourselves. Seli- 
ishness appropriates benefits to our- 
selves, exciuding others. Thus de- 
fined, it may include covetousness, 
oran ardent desire for the fhings 
which are in the world. It cannot 
be concealed from the careful obser- 
ver of human actions, that the soul 
who is without renewing grace forms 
a little world of his own separate 
concerns, of which himself is the cen- 
tre, and all others, his fellow crea- 
tures and his Maker, are nothing te 
him any farther than they promote 
his pleasure or advantage. But God 
is the centre ofthe universe, and ali 
mankind are brethren, whom He 
hath formed to be useful to each oth- 
er, and shew forth His own glory. 
It is great wickedness to reverse this 
order. 

5. The conduct of mankind shows 
that they are hateful and hating one 
another; that they have in their 
hearts a principle. of malevolence or 
maliciousness. We do suppose 
that, while they p r in theic 
selfish purposes, atid entertain ex- 
pectations of eternal life, they ezer- 
cise this hellish principle, and de- 
light in the misery of others ; unless 
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they become very hardened. But 
when others stand in their way,they 
manifest their real spirit. We have 
seen they are enemies to their God. 
It is evident also they are contrary 
to allen. If men do not hate one 
another, why has the earth ever been 
filled with violence 2? Why has na- 
tron risen up against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, in every 
age ! " Why has the earth been del- 
uged with human blood, and one 
million after another died by the 
hand of their brethren ?—If there be 
no maliciousness in the human heart, 
why have murder, cruelty, tyranny, 
oppression. and persecution _ been 
known among all the nations under 
heaven ? W hy have animosities and 
dissentions abounded in families, and 
among those whom nature itself 
would teach to be friends? Surely 
we resemble him whose beart is fired 
with burning rage, and whose name 
is the destroyer. 

6 ‘That men have great,inherent, 
and strong corruptious, is evident 
irom the fact, that the fear of conse- 
guences does not turn them from sin to 
God. The intomperate man adds 
drunkenness to thirst, though he sees 
he is runing his property,reputation, 
life, and soul. The thoughtless and 
profane, under the light of truth, 
pass on, and are punished. The 
covetous haste to be rich, though 
they cannot but see they shall pierce 
themselVes through with many sor- 
rows. Evéna clear view of expo- 
sure toeverlasting burnings, in awa- 
kened sinners, does not lead them to 
be reconciled to God. Many such 
have turned again to folly. If men 
can rush on the thick bosses of God’s 
buckler, and hasten to hell when it 
is opened before their eyes, they 
must be exceedingly in love with sin, 
and averse to the - ways of God. 

7. The means .used to reclaim 
them fail of their effect. We ex- 

VOR. If. i 





cept those who are renewed 
by divine grace. WWhese hear the 
voice of their Shepberd and obey. 
These excepted, the multitude fart 
a deaf ear when God calls. He 
speaketh once, yea ‘twice, but they 
regard it not. The commands, the 
invitations, the entreaties of - their 
Ged and Saviour are disregarded. 
His servants are sent back to him, 
empty and weeping, if not reviled 
and persecuted. His written word 
is either neglected, or contemned, 
or perverted. His love in dying in 
their stead, his biood shed for their 
transgressions, are either underval- 
ued, or trodden under foot. The fa- 
vour of God, eternal life, the joys of 
heaven, are placed beneath the sor- 
did gratifications, or the transitory 
possessions of the present world. As 
the diseasé which baffles medical 
skill, and does not yield to the most 
powerful remedies, must be deep 
fixed, and inveterate, so mer) that are 
not reclaimed by the gospel must be 
desperately wicked. 

8. The confession of the pious is 
another evidence. They, though now 
delivered from the dominion of sin, 
know and acknowledge the doctrine 
we have stated. They have been 
enlightened ; and they have found 
that they were guilty, polluted, un- 
holy, undone sinters. They have 
continual evidence of it in thgir own 
hearts and lives, even while they 
are walking with God: so that they 
need renewing every day. While 
they were in a state of security, liv- 
ing without God, they were not 
worse, generally, in their lives than 
others. Now, they lead lives ma- 
terially, essentially different, and 
better, and yet they have a deep 
sense of their depravity. The con- 
clusion seems unavoidable, that oth- 
ers are likewise depraved sinners. 
Now, as all decided and understand- 
ing christians of whom we have any 
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knowledge, from the earliest men- 
tioned in scripture history, to the 
present hour, have had these views 
of themselves, they are a succession 
of witnesses through all generations 
that the human race are sinful and 
vile. 

9. Many, who for many years 
led moral lives, have afterward be- 
come openly abandoned. But the 
temptations, (by which they have 
fallen,) could have no power over 
them, unless their hearts previously 
contained congenial principles of 
sin. Different circomstances could 
not alter their natures : they Could 
only elicit the flame which before 
Jay dormant in the soul. 

10. They who deny the doctrine 
of depravity often act under a con- 
viction of its truth. Whatever they 
may believe in theory,of the purity 
of human nature, they are careful to 
secure their property by bolts and 
bars against the incursions of their 
fellows. As creditors, they require 
security of the nearest friend. ‘They 
are continually guarded against the 
arts of the designing, and the en- 
croachments of the selfish. The 
more intercourse they have had 
with the world, the more they are 
upon their guard. Such men,though 
they deny the principle in question, 
seem to have learnt, though not 
from the Prophet, to make the 
Prophet’s warning the rule of their 
dealings with men, Take ye heed ev- 
ery one of his neighbor, and trust ye 
notin any brother : for every broth- 
er will utterly supplant, and ever 
neighbor will walk with slander. 
Jer. 9, 4. 

11. Of the truth that human cor- 
ruption is universal, we meet with 
evidence tn the conduct of men in 
every country and in every age. 

Over the face of the whole earth, 
wherever men have been found, 
iniquity has abounded in all gener- 
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ations. Essentially the same kinds 
of sin prevail under all the varieties 
of circumstances in which men are 
placed. Wherever a sinner travels, 
he meets with fellow sinners. The 
history of one nation, in a moral 
point of view will nearly serve for 
the history ofall. Death passes 
upon all men; and death is the wa- 
ges of sin. ‘The cause must be e- 
qual to its effects, and equally ex- 
tensive. Itis very evident that all 
flesh have corrupted its way upou 
the earth. 

12. We must adduce the conduct 
of children as evidence that this uni- 
versal corruption is brought with us 
into the world. They manifest 
nothing sooner or more plainly, than 
they dea sinful disposition. Their 
anger is fierce, and their malice 
raging, when excited by a denial of 
their desires. ‘They soon monopo- 
lize all within their power, and dis- 
regard the wants, the rights, and 
the entreaties of their little brethren, 
They very early manifest a disreT- 
ish for divine instrustion,and a dispe 
sition to cast off restraint. Childhood 
and youth are vanity. Sin grows 
with their growth, and encreases 
with their strength. 

This discussion might be exten- 
ded ; but is already too long. And 
it cannot be necessary to enlarge 
since the word of God, and our own 
observation, concur so fully in the 
same point. We might indeed ad. 
duce a third source of evidence, and 
draw further proof from a view of 
our own hearts, a survey of our own 
motives, propensities, desires, and 
passions. And this is. the most 
convincing evidence of all. Indeed 
if a person be convinced from scrip- 
ture and observation without this 
knowledge of himself, his conviction 
is merely theory and speculation. 
He may inveigh against the offences 
of others ; and even lament that the 
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world lieti in wickedness, and un- 
der the wrath of God. But, still 
ignorant of his own character, he 
will lose himself in the multitude, 
and practically deem his own case 
an exception to the general rule. 
His belief of depravity is of 10 more 
use to him than the belief of the 
deluge, or the destruction of Sodom. 
A penitent and reconciled sinner 
believes that all men are depraved, 
because he learns it from the word 
of God, and sees them living like 
sinful creatures : ¢ 
his own heart is corrupt, and that 
in himself he is nothing but pollu 
tion. He has no more doubt of this, 
than of his own existence. He is 
as conscious of sin, as he ever was 
of pain, or of pleasure. You can 
as easily convince him against the 
united evidence of all his senses in 
common concerns, as you can per- 
suade him to believe he is not a de- 
praved, polluted sinner. And there 
is no cause why the light of divine 
truth does not flash this conviction 
concerning depravity on every 
mind, except that depravity itself. 
A person who denies this doctrine 
resists the light, because he hates it ; 
and will not come to it, lest his 
deeds should be reproved. He is 
infuenced by a secret fear lest the 
humbling truth should come nigh to 
himself. ‘The fact, if it must include 
him, is unwelcome; therefore he 
will not admit it. 
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but he knows that 
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We have not, however ,enlarged 
on evidence derived afrom this 
source, because to a second person 
it is not evidence. It is convincing 
to that person alone who takes the 
survey of himself: We have thought 
it sufficient therefore to remind the 
reader that, even if he should admit 
the lamentable fact concerning the 
human race,from external evidence 
alone, it will profit him nothing 
and to exhort him to take the word 
of God, which isa discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, 
and survey his own character, lool: 
into his own heart, and become ac- 
quainted with himself, as he appears 
in the eyes of the Lord of hosts. 
For the whole have no need ofa 
physician, but they that are sick. 
If one could indeed communicate bis 
own views to another, the writer 
would gladly convince all the réa- 
ders of these pages,of sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgment, if any of them 
should be still in -darkness on this 
subject. As it is, he will commend 
such to Him who is able to open tha 
eyes of the blind, and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of satan to God. Adding 
this only, that, if men are not un- 
done by sin, Christ died in vain : 
and that if any trust in himself that 
he is righteous, and neglect so great 
salvation, it would have been better 
for that man if he had never been 
born. VERAX,. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


EDINBURGH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Ow Tuesday, the 18th April,the Ep- 
SNBURGH Missionary Socirry, held 
their Nineteenth Anniversary Meeting, 
in Lady Glenorchy’s Chapel, when an 
excellent Sermon was preached by the 
Rey. Andrew Thomson, Minister of St. 
George’s Church \Edinburgh, from Mark 
KVi. 15. “ And he said unto them, Go 


ye into all the World, and preach the 
Gospel io every ereature.” After ser- 
mon, the following report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Directors, since the last 
annual | meeting, was read to the Society, 
by their Secretary, the Rev. David 
Dickson, Junior. 

“Tt is with unmingled pleasure, that 
the Directors, on this occasion, address 
the members and friends of the Segiety. 
‘The cloud which had descended on their 
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missionary labours and prospects, and 
which continued gradually io thicken 
the lougerit hung over thei, has been 
graciously dispelled by the same hand 
Which permitied it to aifict and alarm 
them; and they can now look back to 
it with graiitude, as intended to exer- 
cise their faith aud patience, while they 
with joy an the in- 
erensing brightness: f the day which it 
has a-hered in. ‘Taucht by salurary 
though painful experieuce, the 
Py iesson ol absolute de ps ndence onGrod 
it stil becomes them to guard against 
presuinptuous confidence in the success 


. , 
anticivate, C hope, 


. 


necessae 


of their exertions, and to speak with 
difidence on the subject of their future 
planus and expectations. Yet, while 


they desire to cherish this spirit of de- 
pendence, and to have their expecta- 
tions chastened at once by its in! luence, 
and by the recollection of those disap- 
pointments in the past,which, no doubt, 
were designed to excite and to foster it, 
they would be destitute equally of grat- 
itude and of faith, were they not to re- 
joice in the light which trod has brought 
to them out of the preceding darkness, 
and to cherish the belief, that he will 
cause it toshine more and more unto 
the perfect day, 

The intelligence, which, last 
Anniversary, they have received from 
the scene of their Mission in Russian 
Tartary, has been constantly increas ng 
in interest ; and nota sing ‘le event of 
disastrous or threatening aspect has oc- 
curred, to diminish the satisfaction 
which that intelligence has never failed 
to impart, orto damp the hopes which 
it has been uniformly calculated to in- 
spire. This will appear from the fol- 
lowing sketch of the information which 
has reached them during the year, 
of the measures which, in conse quence 
of it. they have been led to adopt for 
the extension of the mission. 

Lhey begir with the settlement at 

~ KARASS, 
and its immediate vicinity. It was 
mentioned in last Report, that thouch 
the Missionaries had been obliged, in 
consequence of the hostile attitude and 
movements of the Tartars in their neigh- 
bourhood, to remove with their families 
from Karass to Georghievsk, the Pirec- 
tors were hopeful, that this circum- 
stance, instead of limiting, might be the 
isiderablwv extending their 
iness, ‘This hope, accords 
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ingly, has been complete ly realised 
Whuile at Georghievsk, where the y eh. 
joyed full protection and security, they 
had constant intercourse w ith numbe rs 
of Lartars, belonging to different tribes 
districts, and zealously embraced 
the op portunities with which they wete 
thus favoured of conversing with them 
on the subject of Christianity, and of 
circulating the Turkish New Testament 
and ‘lracts. binding, however, that 
the ex; living at Georghievsk 
Was lov great to be ineu red w ithe ut the 
mort absolute necessity, and that the 
danger which threatened them at Kar- 
ass was, to appearance. grealy removed 

they returned thither in the month of 
May, and Raye remained there ever 

since, unmolested by their former ene- 
mies, and securely protected by a ‘Rus- 
sian force. ‘The itifectious state of the 

country around them, in which the 
placue continues its dismal ravages, has, 
indeed prevented them from underta- 
king, except occasionally, any mission- 
ary excursions into the surrounding (lis- 
tricts: Yet they have all enjoyed great- 
er personal health than, perbiaps, in any 
former year, and have been busily en- 
gaged in preparing the New Testament 
and new editions ei several of the’l racts, 
for distribution ; while, as will be im- 
mediately stated, no fewerthan four of 
them have, at different times, been ac- 
tively employed at a distanee from 
Karass, in forwarding the great objects 
of the mission. 

‘The ransomed natives have regularly 
attended the Missionary School, and 
while allof them have been making as 
great progress in their education as, in 
their circumstances, and those cf the 
Mission, could be reasonably expected, 
the Directors trust they have reason to 
say, that, by some of them, the truths of 
the gospel have not been read or heard 
in yain. It is, indeed, delightful ~ be 
informed, that a number of the boys, 
appear to be deeply concerned about 
their spiritual interests, and that they 
meet every night for prayer and read- 
ing the Scriptures. Of one of them the 
Missionaries mention, that, while ona 
short excursion to the tribe of the Jam- 
buluk Tartars, along with Mr. Gallo- 
way, such was his eagerness to carry on 
religious conversation with the natives 
whom they had gone to visit, that.it was 
with difbeu! ty Mr. Galloway could get 
him to retire to rest during the night. 
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Of another, they say, that his anxiety 
to be useful, is only equalled by his 
thirst for acquiring additional religious 
knowledge, aud that he frequently pre- 
cides at the prayer meeting gs, hen even 
the Missionaries are present, with a 
propriety and earnestuess which is high- 
ly interesting and impressive : And, of 
a third, who accompanied the Mission- 
aries to Astrachan, that he was a value 
able assistant to them, both in conver- 
sing with the Tartars, and in distribu- 
ting the Scriptures and Tracts. On the 
frst Sabbath of July, another of them, 
a female, was received into the church 
hy baptism, after having given saticfac- 
tory evidence of Christian Knowledge, 
ata public meeting held for her exami- 
nation ; and not of knowledge merely, 
but, as far as the Missionaries could 
judge, decided Christian feeling and 
piety, the reality of which she has since 
continued to uianifest, by a suitable 
Christian deportment. 

Nor wust hategerry be forgotten. 
Of this awiable young sultan, who is 
hineally descende “dl frou um the & hans of the 
Crim.the Missionaries continue to write 
in ‘be most encouraging terms. Ever 
siace he entered the Russian service, (a 
ster vv Lich he was induced to take equal- 
nxiety not to remain a bur- 
funds of the mission, whiir, 
circumstances, 


’ 
u rf Liit 
particular 
usetully emploved in 


ovimg to its 
he could wot be 
promoting its object, 
po hich hus life wa eXpost d at 
from the persecutions of hi- Mahomme- 
dan relations in the neighbourhood.) he 
has indefatigably labovred, wh -rever he 
trevelied, to recommend ( bristianity 
to his companions in arms, as well a? to 
the natives among whow he sojourned, 
not oaly by putting into their hands 
copies of the New Lestament and Tracts ; 
zealously and im- 
the leading 
eals. ‘Lo- 


| ' 
and by tne aanger 


arass, 


but by endeavoring, 
pressively, to state to them 
truths which the Gospel res 
wards the end of last year he visited 
Farass, on his way to Petersburg. and 
while with the iissionaries, besides 
holding much interesting conversation 
with them, both individually and at 
their private meetixgs, he publickly ad- 
dressed the ransomed natives, with un- 
common propriety, and affectionate 
earnestness. Should he therefore obtain 
pefmission to leave the Russian service, 
which there is reason to hope will be the 


case, and his valuable life be preserved, 
much may be expected from his future 
exertions in the eause of Divine truth, 
among his deluded countrymen. 

The publication of the New Testament 
appears also to have excited no inconsid- 
erable sensation among some of the ‘Tar- 
tars,and especialiy among theCabardians 
in the vicinity of Karass. ‘l wo,indeed,of 
their principal Effendis, in writing to 
the Missionaries for copies of the Arabic 
and Tartar Testament, employed lan- 
guage so remarkable, as justly to deserve 
insertion here. ‘* Weare,’ said they, 
** friends to the saved of Jesus, and the 
lovers of his glory. We wish to see the 
statutes of the New ‘Testament, and to 
compare them with the koran. All who 
keep the statutes of the New Lestament, 
we hold as friends.” it need scarcely be 
added, that they were immediately fur- 
nished with the precious volume, w bich 
they were so solicitous to obtain. May 
it prove to themselves, and to many of 
their disciples, the -1vour not of death 
unto death, but of life unto life! 

The establishinent of the Russian Bi- 
ble Society has likewise. enabled the 
Missionaries to be useful to various oth- 

people besides the Tartars, and in 
particularto the ptisoners-of war, to 
whom they bad free access at G eorgh: 
ievsk. They have circulated cepies oi 
the Seriptures in the German, Polish, 
French, Greek, and Russian languages ; 
and, when the last letters were sent off, 
they were in daily expectation of receiv- 
ing Armenian New ‘lestaments, for dic- 
tribution among the Arnienians in that 
place and its viewmity. 

‘Lhese are facts in the history of the 
Mission. on which the Directors cou!d 
dwell with delight, and which they ean. 
not but recard as more than a recom- 
pence for all that they have expended, 
whether of time, or patience,or anxiety, 
or funds, for the furtherance of the work 
of ( hrist in that distant region,—as a 
manifest token for good from Him, who 
having ‘the residue of the Spirit.” has 
a full eight to pour it ont on the hearts 
of men, either more sparingly or more 
copiously, according to the good pleas 
ure of bis own will, -and as an irresist- 
ible motive vo urge the Society, and all 
who take an interest in their exertions 
to continue sowing in hope of an abun~ 
dant and glorious increase of spiritua. 


frnit among the wandering trikes of tys 
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north. When God works, who shall 
hinder? and when he encourages us to 
labour, shall we decline the duty to 
which we are called, and with cool in- 
difference stand »y and say, others will 
perform it, though we do refuse to put 
forth our hands ? God forbid! that this 
should be the language of us,or any now 
present, or of any who hear these good 
news from a distant country ;° but let 
our conduct and theirs correspond with 
the sentiment which this information is 
calculated and intended to impress on 
our hearts. 

In March 1814, Messrs. Dickson 
and Galloway left Georghievsk, for 

ASTRACHAN, 

accompanied by James Peddie, one of 
the most promising of the baptised ran- 
somed natives, with the view of endeav- 
ouring to rouse the attention of the Ma- 
hommedans in that city and suburbs, to 
the things that belong to their eternat 
peace, by entering into personal and fa- 
miliar conversatica with them, and put- 
ting into their hands the invaluable 
treasure of the New Testament record, 
and such Tracts as were most likely to 
lead them to serious reflection, concern- 
ing the truths which it contains, or the 
absurdity and error of the sersual reli- 
gion to which they are so strongly at- 
tached. Having reached it in safety, 
they resided in it nearly two months, 
incessantly labouring to proclaim Christ 
to the people, and distributing the sac- 
red volume and tracts to all who ex- 
pressed a willingness to receive them. 
Though the priests, with a very few 
exceptions, opposed them to the utmost, 
not a few of ‘‘ the common people heard 
them gladly ;” and some discovered no 
small anxiety to obtain more particular 
information, respecting the most impor- 
tant and essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. 

In consequence of this journey, and 
other information connected with the 
situation of Astrachan, which is by far 
the largest city in that part of Russia, 
and the emporium of commerce for the 
whole casterr regions of the emp:re, the 
Directors have authorised two of their 
Missionaries to remove thither with 
their families, as scon as they shall find 
this convenient or practicable. There 
also itis intended that the Missionary 
press shall be established,both asa place 
pf much greater security than Karass, 
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and as affording peculiar facilities {oy 
the reprinting of tracts, and of the Tar. 
tar New Testament, when a second edi. 
tion of itmay be required; and for the 
publication of such new translations of 
the whole scriptures as may hereafter be 
called for by the extension of the miss. 
jon among the tribes who speak a differ. 
ent language from the Tartar. Here 
likewise there is every probability, that 
the missionary press will be employed 
in aid of the Russian Bible Society, (a 
branch of which is, perbaps by this time, 
established at Astrachan,) by which 
means the expence to the Edinburgh 
Society will, it is hoped, be considera- 
bly diminished. The Missionaries will, 
at the same time, have the most favoura- 
ble opportunities of circulating the New 
Testament andTracts among the various 
Tartar tribes, who either more statedly 
reside in, that city and neighhourhood, 
or who are constantly resorting to it,for 
the purpose of traffic, from every part 
of the East, ard of personally address~ 
ing them on the subject of religion ; 
thus following up theimpression already 
produced by the visit and labours of 
Messrs. Dickson and Galloway. 

During the same pericd, the Mission- 
aries learned, by a letter from one of 
the Secretaries of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety, that one of the chief Muftis in the 

CRIMEA, 
had expressed an earnest wish to pro- 
cure a copy of the Tartar New Testa- 
ment, and that there appeared to bea 
favourable prospect of good being done 
by the distribution of the scriptures a- 
mong the Molammedans there. They 
accordingly immediatcly sent off a few 
copies tothe care of a M. Belugin of 
Perecop, the correspondent of the Rus- 
sian Society ; and it will not be heard 
without interest or pleasure by any who 
know the value and feel the power of 
divine truth, not only thatthe Mufti 
received the copy of the New Testa~ 
ment presented to him by Mr B. in 
name of the Russian Bible Society, with 
high exultation and strong expressions 
of gratitude ; but that he actually so- 
licited to have his name put down asa 
member of that Society, and subscribed 
50 rubles annually toils support. The 
other copies were received by the peo- 
ple with equal avidity ; and Mr. B. had 
deeply to regret that it was utterly out 
of bis power to satisfy the demands for 
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them, that were made on him. Noris 
this all: In a letter from Mr.Pinkerton, 
received only a few weeks ago, the Di- 
rectors are informed, that the accounts 
of the impression which che New Testa- 
ment has made on the Tartars of the 
Crimea, are most encouraging ; some of 
them being anxiously inquiring for some 
one to explain it tothem. The Mis- 
sionaries have therefore been instructed 
to explore in person that new and inter- 
esting field of usefulness, if possible, be- 
fore the two of them who may be ap- 
pointed to Astrachan, shall remove 
thither. 

Scarcely were Messrs Dickson and 
Galloway returned from Astrathan, 
when an additional sphere of exertion 


was opened tothe Mission. It was stat-. 


ed, indeed, in last Report, that there 
were other places in Asiatic Russia be- 
sides the lines of the Cancasus, where it 
was not improbable a Mission might be 
attempted. The Directors, at that time, 
referred particularly to Siberia, which 
had been pointed outto them as pre- 
senting one of the most promising 
spheres of Missionary exertion to be 
found, where their present Missionaries 
could be employed with advantage, and 
the probability of success. bt wasin 
particular the wish of his Imperial Maj- 
esty, that some effort should be made for 
the conversion and civilization of his 
infidel subjects in that quarter of the 
empire, and every encouragement was 
held out to the Karass Missionaries to 
undertake at least an exploratory jour- 
ney to the province of Vrenberg. In 
compliance accordingly with an urgent 
request to this effect, expressed by the 
Emperor, through the correspondence 
of the minister of the interior, they ap- 
pointed Messrs. Mitchel! and Fraser to 
undertake this journey, which they com- 
menced on the last day of June, and fin- 
ished on the first of August, 
ORENBERG, 

the capital of the province or govern- 
ment of the same name, is about 1450 
miles, or three weeks journey fom Kar- 
ass, situaie in ‘ast Long. 5.9 ¢ 3.4, 
N. Lat.5.° 4¢ ina healthy site, and 
teinperate climate ; the resort of a vast 
variety of Tartars of every race, and 
dialect, as well as the residence of many 
who carry on traffic as general mer- 
chants with their countrymen, through- 
out every district of Asiatic Russia. On 
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arriving at Orenberg, the Missionaries 
met with the kindest reception from 
Prince Volkonsky, the Governor gen- 
eral of the province, who gave them ev- 
ery encouragement, by the special in- 
structions of the Emperor, to establish a 
Missicnary settlement in the vicinity ; 
and promised thema free grant of such 
a quantity of land as might be necessary 
for houses and gardens. The spoken di- 
alect of the Tartars, with whom they 
had ari opportunity of conversing there, 
is so nearly the same with that to which 
the Missionaries are accustomed at Kar- 
ass, that Messrs. Mitchell and Fraser 
found no difficulty in understanding the 
natives, and being understood by them ; 
but the orthography of the written or 
printed language is so different, that 
the New Testament published at Ka- 
fass will, inits present state, be com- 
paratively ef little use in that part of 
Russia. With this exception, and the 
obstacle which it presents is one that 
will easily be surmounted, the Mission- 
aries represent this as one of the most 
eligible stations for making a Mission~ 
ary attempt that can be conceived ; and 
cherish the hope, that from it, as froma 
central point, the word of the truth of 
the gospel may be diffused in every di- 
rection, to the east, and north, and 
south, even as far as China. 

In such circumstances, the Directors, 
feeling that they might be chargeable 
with refusing to follow the leadings of 
Providence if they had not embraced 
the interesting object thus held outto 
them, have authorised other two of the 
Missionaries to repair immediately with 
their families to Orenberg, instructing 
them, in the first instance, to take up 
their residence in the city, and not to 
encumber themselves with the labour 
and expense of building houses and cul- 
tivating gardens; and while they im- 
prove every opportunity of conversing 
with the Tartars to whom they shall 
have access, to make it their first object 
to acquire such a knowledge of the most 
approved orthography and idioms of the 
written language, as may qualify them, 
with as little delay as possible, for un- 
dertaking a revised edition of the Tar- 
tar New Testament. In another view, 
also, Providence seems to have pointed 
out this station, and to have prepared 
the means for its being occupied with 
the probability of suecess. The Buchas 








126 Eedinbu reh M ESsLONaTY Soctet t. 


rians who have their residence at ?ren- 
berg, or who are continually resorting 
to it from the surrounding countries, 
read the Persian rather than the Tartar. 
Now, as ifimmediately to meet their 
wants, the edition of the Persic New 
Testament, published by the Russian 
Bibie Society, will be finished im the 
course of this summer, so that the Mis- 
sionaries, on arriving at Orenberg, will 
have it ready for “circulatio n among 
them; while, through the merchants 
who frequent that city, and trade with 
Astrachan, it can be sent into every 
quarter of middle Asia. 

Suchare the present extended con- 
dition and prospects of the Karass Mis- 
sion. Atthree diflerent points, a new 
attack is about to be made on the strong 
holds of sin and Satan, in the hearts of 
those deluded and ungodly iribes,whose 
wandering and predatory modes of life 
are but a faint emblem of . ose irregular 
and ferocious passions, by whieh the 
prince of darkness is dragging them in 
thousands to his kingdom of despair. 
The assault is already made : the 
sword of the Spirit is unsheathed ; 
and it will not be wielded in vain—but 
will cut asunder the bonds of spiritual 
delusion, and set free from the prison- 
house of superstition and vice, those 
who now tremble at a shadow, and yet 
fear notthe path in which destruction, 
and nothing but destruction, is to be 
found. ‘The two great instiuments di- 
Vinely appointed for the conversion of 
men, are brought into operation :—oral 
instruction by living Christians —and 
the written testimony of the ever-living, 
though once crucified Saviour. uly 
let us employ them in the Spirit of our 
Master, and we may leave the result to 
his own wisdom, and grace, and power. 

But how is this extended field to be 
Cultivated? Only by the labours of 
Missionaries, who require to be support- 
ed; and by the translation of the Scrip- 
tures, which cannot be executed without 
expense. Andshall the Directors sup- 
pose, that the friends of missions will 
suffer their exertions to languish, their 
plansto prove abortive, their opening 
prospects to be clouded, perhaps closed 
for ever, for want of the funds, which 
a little liberality c oun supply, and to re— 
fuse which, if God has prospered any of 
us, will be not parsimony merely, ‘but 
sin? They will not allow themselves 


so far to insult the Christian feelings «/ 
those who have hitherto filled their trea. 
sures as to cherish any such desp: nding 
or paralysing apprehensions; bot will 
with perfect c mnifidence trust their cause 
to the influence of those convictiens of 
Christian duty, as well as to those em- 
otions of philanthropic sympathy which 
the statement of its claims is so pow er- 
fully fitted to awakenin the breast. 
Never have they appealed in vain; 
and when they state, as they now do, 
that the funds have not been SO reduce 4 
fora great number of ye irs as at present, 
and yet that the expenditure of the 
Society will now be much larger than it 
has hitherto been, they have said al! 
that they conceive to be reqnisite for 
calling forth the liberal contributions of 
those who,from the heart, bid them God 
speed, 

Nor is it only for the yes poate: cer 
vice of the mission, ni teed at Karass, at 
Astrachan,or at Jrenberg, th: att money 
is required, For, while the Dire ctors 
have still to lament. -h.t so few Mis- 
sionary candidates of suitable qualifica- 
tions have answered the call which has 
been repeatedly addressed to them ; 
they have the pleasure to report, that 
they have at present under their charge 
one at least who bids fair, by the divine 
blessing,to be an able and faithful work- 
man, who needeth not to be ashamed, 
rizhtly dividing the word of truth. 
Through the friendly services of Mr. 
Pinkerton, whose continued interest in 
their success, and kind and valuable 
exertions in their behalf, the Directors 
would be ungrateful were they not 
thus to record with the warmest thanks, 
they have also the prospect of obtaining 
two additio: al Missionaries from the 
seminary of the venerable, learned, and 
piors M. Jenicke of Berlin. Without 
Missionaries little or nothing can be 
done. Who then are willing, let them 
offer themselves to the service witha 
ready mind; and not withhold from 
the God of salvation the talents whick 
they have received from him, to be oc- 
cupied for his honour and ‘glory. But 
without money Missionaries cannot be 
educated. Here again, therefore.is an 
additional motive to excite the liberali- 
ty ofall whom God has blessed with 
the means of thus co-sperating with 
himself. 

Before concluding, the Directors caf- 
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»ot omit the pleasing intelligence, that, 
besides the Mission of the Edinbargh 
Society to Orenberg, there is a prospect 
ef two Missionaries being sent by the 
London Missionary Society to Irkutsk, 
in order to study the Manjur and Mon- 
gol languages, with the view of transla- 
ting the Scriptures into them: that the 
Moravians fatend to employ other two 
among the Calmucks in the neighbor- 
hood of Sarepta; and thateven the 
Russian government is stirring for the 
conversion of the Mohammedan and 
Heathen tribes in the empire ; Dosit!- 
eos, archbishop of Georgia, a prelate of 
a truly catholic spirit, having lately 
bees appointed by his Imperial Majesty 

t the head of a mission, for attempting 
= conversion of the numerous tribes of 
Ossitinians who inhabit the confines of 
his diocese. 

The political horizon of Europe is 
once more overcast; but that of Mis- 
sions, throughout the world, was never 
sounclouded. Every where there seems 
to be a movement towards thé univer- 
sal establishment of the kingdom of 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. Countries which former- 
ly were inaccessible, are now opened 
tothe circulation of the Word of Life, 
and to the preaching of the Gospel by 
human messengers. An impulse is giv- 
en to the christian world, for the sup- 
port of Missions, which has broken 
down every opposing obstacle, and 
which, daily acquiring new force and 
new eXtension, promises ere long to 
level before it every thing that still re- 

tards the unfettered and unlimited pub- 
lication of the Gospel of Christ. Uni- 
ted exertion, and general co-operation, 
are the interesting characteristics of the 
Christian zeal which is so widely diffus- 
ed ; and may justly be viewed as afford- 
ing no unambiguous evidence, that the 
work jin which they are employed, is 
not only at peceent countenanced by 
Heavrn but will be carried on under 
the same Divine influence, till it be 
perfected In the final and uate ertal con- 

-ersion of the nations. And shall the 
Directors, 
the Edinburgh Missionary Society, be 
indifferent to these cheering signs of th e 
times? Forbid the thought; prevent 
the possibility of it, O thou God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! Cause thy light to shine on 
every heart. and give to all men the 


vor, I. Q 


or members and friends of 
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saving knowledge of thy Son. Raise 
up instruments, qualified and sent forth 
by thyself, for the ministry of the Gos- 
pel, unto every creature under heaven : 
And enable us, in our respective sta- 
tions, and according to the means with 
which thou hast entrusted us, to be fel- 
low workers with thee for the advance- 
ment of thy glory, in-the salvation of 
the world. Amen. 


PRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SCcr 
ETY. 


Tue Eleventh Annual Meeting of 
this Society was held at Freemason’s 
Rail, on Wednesday, the 3d of May, 
At twelve o’clock, Lord Teignmouth, 
the President, took the chair ; and witle 
the occasiona! assistance of the Rev. 
William Dealtry, read to the Meeting 
the principal parts of the report, it be- 
ing found necessary, from the great ex- 
tension of the Society’s exertions during 
the year, to reserve many of the details 
for the press. 

It appeared from the report, that the 
issue of copies of the Scriptures from 
Mareh 31, 1814, to March 31, 1815, 
had been 
126,156 Bibles. 125,776 Testaments. 

Making a total issue from the com- 
mencement of the institution to that pe- 
riod, of 
516,479 Bibles. 718,778 Testaments. 

In all, 1,235,259 copies, exclusive of 
a very considerable number circulated 
at the éharge of the Society abroad. 

The receipts of the year have been, 
Annual Subscrip- 

tions... L.3272 10 6 
Donatiens and 

Life Ditto . . 2429 9 if 
Congregational 

collections . . 1406 7 8 

- 7108 84 
Legacies .......-.. s+ 1312 18 0 
Dividends, &c........- 2708 10 0 
Contributions fromAuxiliary 

Societies ......... 61848 11 9 
Sale of Bibles and Testa- 

ments, the greater part of 

which were purchased by 

Bible Associations 

27560 6 5 





Sale of Re- 


ports, Xc. 36113 


ee 27921 7 8 
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Total 99894 15 6 





The expenditure of the 
year ..e-. 
Obligations of the Society, 

including orders given 

for Bibles and Testa- 

ments, about ....... 68000 0 0 

The Report having been read, his 
Lordship, after stating that the Lord 
Bishop of Salisbury would have attend- 
ed, but for urgent business, and the 

Nord Bishop of © loyne bat for sickness, 
addressed the meeting with his aecus- 
tomed judgment and piety, asserting, in 
strong terms, the elevation of the Soci- 
ety above all interference with the poli- 
tics of the world, and its proposal to all 
the friends of man, to'wnite in one com- 
mon effort ef merty. ** Wherever,” said 
his Lordship, ‘the British and Foreign 
Bible Society moves, it confers and it 
receives blessings. It is holy in its ob- 
ject ; it is pure in its means; and it is 
charitable in its ends—for its object is, 
the glory of God : its means,the Bible : 
and its end the temporal and eternal 
welfare of all mankind,” 

We shall now proceed to lay before 
our readers an Abstract of the very in- 
terestiug Report, that was read upon 
that occasion. [It states tliat 

At the Annual Meeting in 1814, the 
Members of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society were encouraged to indulge 
the pleasing hope, that the pacification 
of Europe,which then happily prevailed, 
would lead to a more extensive adoption 
of the principle of their institution ; 
and your Committee, in reporting their 
Proceedings during the Eleventh Year 
of its establishment, have the satisfac- 
tion to be able to state that this expec- 
tation has been amply verified. 

The Bible Societies, which have been 
instituted or the Continent, during the 
period in question, are equally numerous 
and important. 

Your Committee will first notice, in 
regular succession, those Societies, the 
formation of which was materially as- 
sisted by the presence, advice, and ex- 
ertions of their zealous and active coad- 
jutor, Mr. Robert Pinkerton, during 
the course of his return to Russia. 


THE NETHERLANDS NATIONAL BIBLE 


SOCIETY 
Was established at .«msterdam, under 
the Presidency of bis Excellency Mr. 
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Roel, Minister of the Interior. Among 
other encouraging circumstances at- 
tending its formation, it is gratifying to 
remark that many Catholics subscribed 
themselves Members of it. 

The example of Amsterdam was ol- 
most immediately followed by Rotter- 
dam and other places. ‘There are now 
31 Bible Sotieties in the United Neth- 
erlands, all of them considered divisions 
of the Parent Institution at Amsterdam, 

A plan has been adopted for institu. 
tidg Bible Associations at Amsterdam 
and in itsenvirans. That city aid its 
suburbs, comprising nearly 200,000 in- 
habitants, will be divided into $2 dis- 
tricts, in each of which a Bible Associ- 
ation will be formed. 


THE GRAND DUCHY OF BERG NATION- 

AL BIBLE SOCIETY 
Is the next in order. {t was‘establish- 
ed at Elberfield, in Wupper Valley, 
equally famous in Germany for the ex- 
tent of its manufactures, its diversity of 
religious denominations, and the p:ous 
character of its inhabitants. In the 
cause of the Bible they were all united. 
The sphere of operation of this Society 
includes a very large population, of 
which a great proportion are Catho- 
lies. 

It is affecting to add the information 
reported by Mr. Pinkerton on good 
authority, that many thousands of them 
never saw a Bible; and that among 
some, even the meaning of the word 
Bible was totally unknown. Of this 
Society his Excellency Baron Von 
Gruener, Governor-General of the 
Grand Duchy of Berg,was chosen Presi- 
dent. 

A letter from one of the Secretaries of 
the Society concludes with these words : 
** We thank you for having drawn our 
district also into the circle of your 
union; and join our prayers to yours, 
that the Spirit of our Lord Jesus may 
powerfully carry his word to the hearts 
of men.” 


THE HANOVERIAN NATIONAL BIBLE. 


SOCIETY 
Is next to be noticed. “ In Hanover az 
in Petersburg, I saw,” says Mr. Pink- 
erton, ‘‘ the Lutheran, Calvanistic, aad 
Catholic Clergy, join hands to promoté 


the good cause ; andsome of these per 


sons assured me, after the Meeting, that 
though they had becn teachers of the 


















ye 





mon g 
S ate 
hg to 
ribed 


is of. 
tter- 
now 
Veth- 
sions 
‘dam, 
stitu. 
rdam 
d its 
) in- 
dis- 
30C i- 


ON- 


jish- 
ley, 
ex- 
y of 
‘Os 
the 
ted. 
ety 
of 
ho- 


ion 
0d 
ent 
ne 
ord 
his 
on 
the 


‘Si- 


of 
Is: 

ur 

ur 
rs, 

Ly 


4» 
is 


Az 
ke 
id 


— 
if 








Bible Societies. 


game religion in this city for many 
years, yet they had never had an oppor- 
tunity of speaking to each other. Oh! 
what a blessed plan, whicy is capable of 
bringing together the long divided parts 
of the Christian Church! 

** When the chief Catholic Priest en- 
tered the room, he came straight to me, 
grasped my hand in the most cordial 
manner, and, with a countenance beam- 
ing with joy,said, ‘* L rejoice that 1 have 
an opportunity of uniting in such a glo- 
rious cause. I am decidedly of opinion 
that the Scriptures should be put into 
the hands of every class of men, and that 
even the poorest and the meanest should 
have it in their power to draw Divine 
Instruction from the Fountain Head.” 


PRUSSIAN NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Ihe zeal of Mr. Pinkerton was no 
Jess favourably received at Berlin,where 
the Prussian Bible Society has been es- 
tablished under the Presidency of his 
Excellency Lieutenant General V on Di- 
erecke, Tutor to the Crown Prince of 
Prussia. ‘The plan of the Society hav- 
yng been presented to his Prussian Ma- 
jesty, he was graciously pleased to ap- 
prove it, and to confirm its Laws; and 
as a further proof of the interest which 
his Majesty feels in its success, he has 
granted to the Society the freedom of 
the Letter—Post. ) 

It may be proper to add in this place, 
that the Bible Society which had exist- 
ed at Berlin since the year 1805, and 
with which your Committee had main- 
tained a most pleasing and useful corres- 
pondence, has now merged in the Na- 
tional Institution of the Prussian Bible 
Society. 

SAXON NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY. 

From Berlin Mr. Pinkerton proceed- 
ed to Dresden, where he had the happi- 
ness to witness the establishment of the 
Saxon Bible Society, under the Presi- 
dency of his Excellency Count Hohen- 
thal, the Minister for Religion. 

POLISH NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY, 

Mr Pinkerton, in passing through 
Warsaw, held also a preliminary meet- 
ing in the palace of Prince Czartorisky, 
a nobleman of the first rank, talents,and 
respectability, for the purpose of form- 
ing a Polish Bible Society ; at which 
meeting, certain regulations were pro- 
posed and adopted, subject to the appro- 
bation of his Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia. © * 


1g} 


Of Poland, it is asserted, there is such 
a want of the scriptures in that country, 
that a copy of the Bible is scarcely to 
be obtained at any price. It is to be 
hoped, therefore, that the proposed In- 
stitution will be regularly formed, and 
that its exertions will pe commensurate 
to the spiritual wants of the people, and 
bestow on them that blessing which they 
so greatly need. | 

‘The Societies which baye been enu- 
merated, were established in less than 
three months after the last Annual 
Meeting. Of all, it may be observed, 
that the proposal for their institutions 
received a most ready and cheerful ace 
quiescence ; that at the Meetings con- 
vened for this purpose, the greatest joy 
and harmony prevailed ; and finally, 
that from the rank, abilities, aud respec- 
tability of the Presidents, Vice-Presi- 
dents, and Directors of these Assoc.a- 
tions, there is every reason to hope,that 
their example will have an extensive in- 
fluence, and their exertions a most bener 
ficial effect. 


RUSSIAN NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY. 
The course of their Report having 
conducted your Committee towards the 
Russian dominions, they will now ad- 
vert to the transactions of this Society, 
in connection with the north of Europe, 
beginning with the Bible Society at 
St. Petersburg, which has now assumed 
the title of ** “The Russian Bible Socie- 
ty.” Of this institution, formed under 
the immediate patronage of his Imperial 
Majesty, and superintended by a noble- 
man not less distinguished by his piety 
and abilities than by his high rank, it 
may be generally observed, that its pro- 
ceedings are conducted with a zeal and 
energy which promise substantial bene- 
fits to the inhabitants of the widely ex- 
tended Russian empire. ‘The great ob- 
ject to which its exertions are directed, 
is, to procure a large number of copies 
of the holy Scriptures for distribution 
at the lowest rate ; and for the accom- 
modation of various classes, its Commite 
tee have ordered them to be printed in 
seven different languages, while the 
committees of Auxiliary Societies in 
connexion with the Parent Institution 
at St. Petersburg, are printing them in 
several other dialects. The number of 
Bibles and Testaments now printing by 
the Russian Bible Society, isstated at 
92,000 copies. 
Among other works now in the 
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course of execution by the Bible Socie- 
ty at St. Petersburg, your Committee 
point out to the particular notice of the 
geaeial Meeting, the printing of the 
Fersian translation of the New Testa- 
ment, by the late reverend and lamented 
Henry Martyn. A copy of it was 
brought to St. Petersburg by his Excel- 
leacy Sir Gore Ousely, Bart. Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary from his Britannic 
Majesty to the Cuurt of Persia, who 
has obligingly undertaken, during his 
continuance in Russia, to superintend 
the press. 

ihe zeal, the learning, piety, and 
dili.enee of Mr. Martyn, afford the 
mst satisfactory assurance of the accu- 
racy of this translation. That the dic- 
tion is easy and simple, and the explan- 
ation of the sacred orginal clear and 
luminous, a singular testimony of rare 
authority. may be adduced from the in- 
teresting leiter of Fateh Ali Shah Ka- 
Jar, Ning of Persia, to Sir Gore Ousely, 

r the information of the British and 

Foreign Bible Society ; copies of which 
hive bee » generally circulated among 
the Members of th institation. nder 
the countenauce of this s+\ereign there 
is encouragement to hope, that the 
Persian New Testament will be exten- 
sively read ; and as most of the western 
provinces of Persia are now subject to 
ihe Rusian authority, they afford a wide 
field for iis circulation. ~ 

Various intelligence from the Crimea, 
received by the committee of that Socie- 
ty, authorises the pleasing expectation, 
that the ci:culation of the Tartar New 
Testament, prinied at Karass, with the 
aidof the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, will prove a blessing to the 
Mohammedansin that quarter, where 
also a Turkish edition of the Scriptures 
is mech wanted. A Mufti, whose title 
designates bis connexion with the Mus- 
sulman priesthood, and to whom a Tar- 
tar New Testament bad been presented, 
accepted it with exultation, and with 
many expressions ef gratitude ; he has 
become an annual subscriber of fifty ru- 
bles to the Society at St. Petersburg,and 
bas signified an anxious wish to become 
a Member of it. He has also expressed 
a solicitude to obtain a copy of the Bible 
in his own language, the Turkish. 

Your Committee are proceedivg with 
a version of theCalmuc NewTestament ; 
the translator of which residing at St. 
Ptersburg, the Bible 5 ‘ciety in that 
city has kindly undertaken to print it, 


at the charge of the British and Foreiga 
Bible Society. As this dialect is likely 
to be understood by other Mongolian 
tribes in Siberia, and the confines of 
China, they look to the beneficial effects 
of this work with pleasing anticipation. 

For much important information rel- 
ative to the Greco-Georgian church in 
Georgia, Imeretta, and Mingteilia, 
your Cemmittee must refer to the com- 
munications of the Georgian Arcubish- 
op Dositheos, as stated in a letter from 
Mr, Pinkerton, which will appear in 
the appendix. His Grace isa Member 
of the Russian Bible Society, and by 
his influence, the Royal family of Geor- 
gia, and many of his countrymen, had 
also become Members of it. 

The two following facts cannot fail 
to excite a deep and anxious interest : 

That the number of professed Chris- 
tians in the three provinees abovemen- 
tioned, exceed half a million; and 

That in the 2000 churches which 
they contain, there are not 200 copies 
of the Bible. 

The Members of this Society will 
tberefore learn, with no small satisfac- 
t-on, that not only an edition of the 
Georgian New Testament is printing at 
Moscow, as beforementioned, but that 
the archbishop most heartily agreed to 
promote the establishment of a Georgi- 
an Bible Society on his arrival at ‘I iilis, 
the capital. ‘They will also hear with 
pleasure his seutiments on the utility of 
the Bible Societies. 

“It is my opinion, that the Bible 
Societies will be the means of spreading 
the knowledge of the gospel among al! 
nations, and of fulfilling the prophecies 
of our Lord in regard to this part of 
our faith. But such institutions are not 
only most eminently caleulated to 
bring the heathens to the faith of the 
gospel, but also to rouse the chur hes of 
Christ, in different lands, from that 
spiritual ignorance and slumber in 
which many of them are lying, and to 
bring them again to the fountain of al! 
truth and blessings. W 

As atoken of his esteem for the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, he pre- 
sented to them, threugh Mr. Pinkerton, 
a copy of a Georgian Bible, with an in- 
scription, expressing his “ sincere and 
hearty desire to co-operate with them in 
their exertions, pleasing to God, to 
spread the word of the Lord among alt 
nations of the earth.” 

Your Committee have further to re- 
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part, under this head, that the first an- 
jual Meeting of the Russian Bible So- 


ciety was held at St. Petersburg on the | 


20th of last September, On this sol- 
emn and interesting occasion, the first 
dignitaries of the Greek. Catholic, Ar- 
menian, and Georgian churches attend- 
ed, in their sacerdotal garments, united 
in amity and peace. 

The proceedings of the day were con- 
ducted by the wuiversally beloved and 
respected President, Prince Galitzin. 
For particular details on this interest- 
ing subject, your Committee must refer 
to the appendix. It is sufficient to 
state here, in the words of Mr. Pinker- 
ton, ** that the universal silence which 
prevailed while the report of the Com- 
mittee was reading, burst in mutual 
expressions of astonishment, gratitude, 
and joy, over the gloriousiy simple 
principles and blessed effects of their be- 
neficeut institutions.” 

The immediate effect of this Meeting 
was the accession of three Metropoli- 
tans, five Archbishops, and two distin- 
guished Laymen, to the list of Vice- 
Presidents to the Society. 

The total number of Auxiliary Bible 
Societies connected with the Parent 
Society at St. Petersburg, is now nine ; 
two of which have lately been institu- 
ted at Woronesk, and Kaminesk, in the 
south of Russia, and others are in con- 
templation. 

Ata Meeting of the Committee of 
ihe $t. Petersburg Society, subsequent 
to the general Meeting, the project for 
Bible associations was considered, and 
unanimously approved; and each Vice— 
President and director had his district 
assigned to him, in order to carry the 
plan into effect. 

SWEDISH NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY- 

Your Committee, having closed their 
Report respecting Russia, have now to 
solicit the attention of the General 
Meeting, to the proceedings in Sweden, 
in reference to the object of this Society. 
Of the activity displayed by the Evan- 
gelical Society at Stockhoim, no further 
proof is necessary than that it has 
printed 40,600 Testaments, and 13,500 
Bibles. 

DANISH NATIONAL B!BLE SOCIETY. 

The prospect in the neighbouring 
kingdom of Denmark is not less promi:- 
ing than in Sweden. 

The connexion of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society with the Danish 
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Dominions, has been hitherto principal- 
ly diveeted to partial efforts for uP ely 
ing some of their poorer inhabitants, 
well as the prisoners of war in Great’ 
Britain, with copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures : they have now the satisfaction 
to report their hopes of a more intimate 
union and efficient,co—operation for the 
circulation of them in that couatry. 

On the 22d of May, 1514, a most reg 
spectable Meeting was conv ened in Co— 
penhagen, at which the Right Rev. Dr 
Munter, bishop of Zealand, (a name. 
which identifies the union of profound 
and extensive learning with genuine 
piety,) presided, when a proposal for es- 
tablishing a Danish Bible Society was 
made and adopted. The resolution of 
ibe Meeting having been submitted in 
a Memorial to his Danish Majesty, be 
was pleased to express his approbation 
of itin the following terms, extracted 
from the Danish Gazeite : 

“With peculiar pleasure we learn, 
that the Right Rev. Doctor Munter, 
bishop of Zealand, and several others, 
exert themselves to establish in our 


kingdom of Denmark a bible society,, 


with a view of spreading religion by dis— 
tributing bibles to the people,. either 
gratis, or for ainoderate payment. We 
therefore do hereby grant to the said So- 
ciety, under the name of * the Bible So- 
ciety,’ in our kingdom of Denmark, cur 
highest protection.” 


CEYLON. 


Tre following is an extract from 
a communication recently received 
from Columbo, in the island of Cey~ 
lon, and dated Jan. 15, 1515; 

“On Christmas-day (1814) a 
very remarkable baptism was cele- 
brated in the middle of divine wor- 
ship, before a full congregation, at 
the church in the Fort.—A Budhist 
priest, of great eminiaence for char- 
acter, talents, and literary attain- 
ments, after mature deliberation, 
and a careful perusal of the gospel 
in the Cingalese language, had de- 
termined to throw aside his yellow 
robes, and embrace the Christian 
religion. 

* It was in vain that this resola- 
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tion was assailed by his brother 
priests, and by the solicitations. of 
his own family ; their importunities 
only served to agitate his mind, 
but could not shake his determined 
conviction, founded upon examina- 
tion and reflection. He gave up 
rank, affluence,connections,and fam- 
ily, to follow the dictates of his con- 
science. He was baptized immedi- 
ately after the <econd lesson, by the 
name of ‘Petrus Panditta Seka- 
nas ;> and Mr. Annom and Mr. 
Clough (the missionary by whose 
jnstrumentality he had been conver- 
te:!) were his godfathers. From the 
natural influence of his character 
and abilities, such an example prom- 
ises to be of signal use in the propa- 
gation of Christianity. The causes 
which led to his adoption ot the 
Christian religion, and the probable 
consequence of his conversion, were 
noticed with much effect by the 
Honourable and Rev. Mr. Twisle- 
ton, in his sermon on the occasion ; 
and they furnished a most appropri- 
ate conclusion to a discourse deliv- 
ered on the nativity of Him who 
was destined to be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles.” 

The account of the conversion of 
this priest is too long to be inserted 
entire. We must content ourselves 
with a few brief extracts. 

‘¢ The manner,” says Mr. Cleugh, 
‘“‘in which | become acquainted 
with the Budhist priest, was by at- 
tending the idolatrous worship and 
ceremonies. On these occasions 
I was always attended by an inter- 
preter, by whose means | was ena- 
bled to make many inquiries ; and 
I the more particularly addressed 
this priest, perceiving that he pos- 
sessed acutenes of intellect, and was 
acknowledged to be the best versed 
in the sciences of the country. I 
began to take great pleasure in cou- 
versing with him ; and the pleasure 
appearing to be reciprocal, our in- 
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terviews became frequent and gf, 
protracted length. : 

** Perceiving, after mauy conver- 
sations, that he continued to be very 
inquisitive about Christianity, I fur- 
nished him with a copy of the four 
Gospels in Cingalese, with which he 
was much pleased, saying, ‘ This 
is what | have long wished to see, 
and be assured I will read it with 
great attention ; ‘ but,’ he added, 
‘ may I request an additional favour 
of you, which is, to explain any part 
which I may not understand.’ I 
presented to him the Gospels at his 
own heathen temple, when some of 
his pupils from the Budhist priest. 
hood were present, who were not a 
little surprized at the joy he expres- 
sed, and the care he manifested in 
wrapping it up, as being more val- 
uable than gold. 

** He soon put me to the pleasin 
task of explaining, to the best of my 
abilities, those things which were 
rather mysterious to him.—After he 
had read the Gospels several times, 
he began to lament that he had not 
the Old Testament, supposing it 
would give him a clear explanation 
of the New. 

‘** [ must now pass over a num- 
ber of interesting evening conversa- 
tions, and hasten to the interview 
when he made a public confession 
of the state of his mind and present 
views, which was nearly as fol- 
lows :—‘ | feel a wish to give you 
a relation of my present condition, 
and I believe, from what | know of 
you, that you will not make a wrong 
use of any thing Isay. Since I be- 
came acquainted with you, your 
conversation and your answers to 
my different questions have made a 
deep impression on my mind ; and 
during the last three weeks, | have 
been in a state of great distress of 
mind. I have often returned home 
after my interviews with you, una- 
ble to sleep all night.’ I asked him 
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the causé ofhis trouble. He repli- 
ed, that it arose from an apprehen- 
sion that he and his countrymen 
who followed the religion of Budhu 
had been mistaken in their religious 
principles, which was to him a con- 
sideration of the greatest impor- 
tance. He added, that the more 
he thought on the subject, the more 
the apprehension increased, in as 
much as the evidences in favour of 
the Christian religion were making 
a stronger and stronger impression 
upon him. I then asked him wheth- 
er theGod of the Christians was he 
who ought to be worshipped in pre- 
ference to idols. He replied, that 
he had been considering the sub- 
ject in all its bearings, and that he 
had offered up prayers for direction 
in a matter so important ; and the 
more he prayed, the more did his 
desire to quit the religion of Budhu 
increase. He then asked me to as- 
sist him in the managing this, for 
which his gratitude would be ex- 
treme, and that he should think 
that the great God had sent me from 
England to Ceylon to instruct him, 
and shew him the right way of 
worshipping God ; and in return,he 
should think it incumbent upon him, 
to his latest hour, to make known 
to his countrymen the blessings of 
the gospel which had been thus of- 
fered to him through my means. 
Perceiving that he was prepared to 
manifest kis conv ersion, l asked him 
what he conceived the most speedy 
and effectual mode of doingit. He 
replied, * by laying aside my priest- 
ly garments, and joining myselt to 
the. society of Christians ;’ adding, 
‘Iam, in my present situation, as 
somfortable as I can wish, with re- 
gard to the things of this w orld ; 
but as soon as I throw off this gar- 
ment, I shall be deprived of all 
means of support.; and this gives 
Ms uneasines, because J shall be 


brought into distress.” If, however, 
I had only a sufficient knowledge 
of Christian religion, to enable me 


‘to preach it, I believe the great and 


good God would nit suffer me for 
one monient to want; and one of 
the greatest acts of mercy you can 
do, will be to assist me a little in 
this particular.’ 

** About this time there was a 
meeting convened of several Bud- 
hist priests, for some particular oc- 
casion near Galle, and the meeting 
was to continue for some days; and 
| was apprehensive he might be sha- 
ken, or not sufhiciently prepared to 
stand the attacks of such a number 
of his former acquaintance. But at 
this time a singular circumstance 
occurred, which seemed to give 
weiglit to all his past conduct. The 
priests who had assembled were de+ 
sirous to avail themselves of the op- 
portunity of receiving personal im- 
provement through the~ means of 
my faithful convert ; for he being 
the senior priest, was looked up té 
for instruction : and one evening 
when they were assembled, and 
were expecting to hear him preach 
on the religion of Budhbu, he drew 
out the Cingalese New Testament, 
and beganto read the first chaptet 
of St. Matthew ; and he proceeded 
to read other chapters, making his 
observations till morning, by which 
time he had finished the whole gos- 
pel. He was beard with surprise and 
attention ; and they frequently in- 
terrupted him, as he proceeded, 
with questions, which he answered 
to the best of his ability.’ 

His baptism appears to have tak- 
en place soon atter this occurrence. 
In a few days ‘‘another priest made 
application to be permitted to em- 
brace Christianity, and to be pub+ 
licly baptised, as‘an example: to his. 
countrymen. ‘This man is at pres 


sent receivmg the necessary imstruc- 
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tion ; and as soon ashe has made 
adequate proficiency in the princi- 
ples of our religion, he will be per- 
mitted to avow the renunciation of 
his own faith, and the adoption of 
ours, in the same way which the 
other priest has done. 

** About a year ago, a Mahome- 
tan merchant ot Jafina, came down 
to Columbo, aiid was publicly bap- 
tized in our chiireh. He had long 
been weighing the comparative 
merits of the Koran and the Testa- 
ment, and had fully decided in fa- 
vour of the latter, when he came to 
me while I was at Jaffna in last 
March, and stated to me his convic- 
tion of the truth of Christianity, and 
his desire to become a Christian, I 
advised thathe should be brought 
down from Jaftna, and admitted into 
our faith, under the protection of the 
governor. This had the desired ef- 
fect ; for although the other Mahom- 
etans had endeavoured to deter him 
from changing his religion by open 
threats,they desisted from their inten- 
ded persecution of him the moment 
they found he was protected by per- 
sons in power.—He has since gone 
yack to Jaffna; and I had the pleas- 
ure of knowing, when I was there 
in October, that he had succeeded 
in getting forty or fifty Mahometans 
to attend bim daily, for the purpose 
of learning the principles of a relig- 
ion which seemed to them to have 
earried such conviction to his mind. 
This is just what was to be wished 
for: and I have little doubt that 
his example will produce the 
most extensive effect among the 
different villages of his countrymen, 
who are settled all along the sea 
coasts of our island. 

“* When at Jaffna, I had the sat- 
isfaction to know that many of the 
most intelligent of the Bramins of 


that place had read the New Testa- 
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ment, and two oi them were fulip 
impressed with the truth of the re- 
ligion it teaches.—When next there 
I expect to have an opportunity of 
conversing with many of them on 
the subject, and hearing from them 
the progress which they have made 
in understanding the nature of our 
religion. The conversion ot these 
Bramins is very desirable, not only 
from the influence which they pos- 
sess over the minds of the inhabit- 
ants of the province of Jaffna, but 
also from the continual communica- 
tion which is kept up between them 
and the Bramins of the island of 
Ramiseram, through whom they 
may very easily disseminate the 
principles of Christianity in every 
part of India; Ramiseram, being 
one of the greatest places of resort 
in the South of India for all the de- 
votees and pilgrims of the Hindoé 
religion. 

‘* The Members of the Bible So- 
ciety at Columbo have every rea- 
son to be sitisfied with the pzogress 
which our interpreters have made 
in the new translation of the Testa» 
ment. Almost the whole of the 
translation is finished, and a great 
part of it has been revised ; so that 
we shall soon begin to have it prin- 
ted. In the mean time, great 
numbers of the copies of the former 
translations are daily distributed ; 
and, | dare say, we shall soon per- 
ceive that the doctrines of Christian 
ity are much more generally under- 
stood in this island than they ever 
were before.” 


The Bible Society of Maine 
Acknowledge the receipt of nine dollars 
and sixty cen‘s. from_a Cent Society 
whose designatio: is forgotten. It is 
believed, howeve;, that it come from 
Gouldsborougk and another town ad- 
joining. , 








